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From the Southeast Region President 

Hello, Everyone! 

   Well, we have made it thru 2/3rds of 2020! I hope everyone is doing well and 

enjoying their garden. It has been a good garden year. With not much else to do, 

we have spent a lot of time in the yard. Most of it has not looked this good in years. 

   We are planning on moving some plants this fall and relocating others. Sort of a 

garden spring cleaning. Creating spots for many more conifers. They are much 

easier to weed around than some perennials, which we all know. We will be looking 

for some more low-spreading ground covers this fall and winter. We love them for 

the edges of the garden beds and in between larger specimens.  

   I have spoken to Dr. Alan Solomon, and he is very excited that we will be going to 

visit his garden and the Knoxville area the first weekend in May. There is plenty of parking and room to socially 

distance in his garden. Other details of the meeting are still taking shape as to what we can do. 

   In the meantime, this fall, we are going to try to do a few virtual tours of gardens or hold some discussions. We will 

try a few different things and see what works better. More info will be sent out by email later this month or in early 

October. Hope you will join us! Meanwhile, let us know what’s happening in your garden, or write up your 

experiences for the newsletter. We’d love to hear from you! 

S. Horn 

Jeff Harvey, President 
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Around the Southeast Region 
 

Make Friends and Share Ideas with Other  

Coneheads!  

by Robin Tower, Facebook Group Administrator 

 

The ACS Southeast Region’s Facebook Group is really taking off! 

We now have nearly 230 members, and you can be next! Just go to 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/351809468684900/ and click 

JOIN! Anyone can join, and anyone can post. If you have any ques-

tions about how to join or post to the group, email me at gold-

npaws@gmail.com.  

People who have posted questions are getting quick responses 

and good advice. Pictures of conifers and conifers in combinations 

with other plants are an inspiration to all of us! There are already a 

lot of good conversations going. 

We are especially excited to use this site as a support group, 

so: Are you having a problem with a particular conifer? Pest, dis-

ease, unexplained illness? Post a question! Share the good and get 

help with the bad in the American Conifer Society Southeast 

Group!  

Email Robin at: goldnpaws@gmail.com  

Keep Us Special—Contribute and Share! 
 
Many thanks to Scott Antrim and Bruce Appeldoorn for their wonderful contributions to this edition of the 

Southeastern Quarterly Newsletter! Scott’s is beautiful, and while it would be a stretch to far to say the same about 

redheaded pine sawfly larvae, which certainly have a big eewwwww factor, Bruce’s article is fun and informative. 

Thanks to Jim Chandler, too, for his hints about laid-back watering for larger properties. 

More than likely, you, too, have wisdom and humor to share with your fellow members that would lighten the 

load, brighten the day, solve a problem, or share a discovery. Maybe you’ve been somewhere special—a source of 

rare conifers; a beautiful garden; a forest that spoke to your heart. Maybe you’ve met someone who’s an expert in 

some aspect of growing, propagating, or landscaping with conifers. Maybe you’ve run across something interesting 

we need to know about. The possibilities are endless, and your help in bringing the wonders you’ve found to us all 

will be greatly appreciated. 

I’m counting on all of you to keep our newsletter special. Send your contribution to me, anytime, at 

littletrees@earthlink.net.  

December 15th Newsletter Deadline is November 15th! 

Photo by S. Horn 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/351809468684900/
mailto:goldnpaws@gmail.com
mailto:goldnpaws@gmail.com
mailto:goldnpaws@gmail.com
mailto:littletrees@earthlink.net
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Watering the Easy Way 
By Jim Chandler 

We all have limiting factors on how many conifers we plant at any 

given time. For some, it is space limitations, and for others, it is time 

limitations or perhaps financial limitations, but for me it is the water-

ing and care that must be given in the first three years of the coni-

fers’ development. Watering the garden in times of drought can 

sometimes be a daunting task when we have an excessive number to 

tend.  

Now, some of the plantings I have need daily attention. These 

mostly consist of Bonsai and ferns. For that task, I have a hose caddy 

situated in a discreet location close to all the high maintenance 

plantings. The hose caddy can hold up to a 100’ length of hose, and 

when the hose is tucked away in the caddy it is out of site and out of 

mind.  

For the other plantings throughout the property, I have a 350’ 

length of hose that I will hook to the back of one of my tractors and 

simply drive to where I need to apply the water, dragging the hose 

behind me. I can then water the plants right from the seat of the 

tractor.   

The time spent watering 

the plants is also an excel-

lent time to check up on 

their health and well-

being. When we can de-

tect problems or issues 

early on and react accord-

ingly, we can mitigate the 

risks associated with many 

gardening issues. I find the 

time spent watering to be 

almost therapeutic for 

both me and the plants. 

In the Garden 
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Are You Plagued by Unwelcome Annual Visitors? 
Text and Photos by Bruce Appeldoorn 

No, I’m not talking about your mother-in-law (she 
usually comes for the holidays) or the pack of 8 year-
olds with BB guns that come each summer when 
school’s out. I’m referring to those nasty, redheaded 
pine sawfly larvae that strike each year at this time, 
chewing their way through your prized mugo pines. 
And they’ll be back again next year, guaranteed. Right 
on time—exactly on schedule.  

These caterpillar-like creatures hunt in a pack, deci-
mating any two, two/three, or three-needle pines 
they can find. They’re creatures of the forest, native 
vermin that feast on pines in the natural landscape, 
but also find garden specimens indescribably delec-
table. In their adult form, they are barely noticeable 
as an innocuous fly, but as larvae they are insatiable, 
ravenous beasts that are well camouflaged and often 
are noticed only by the damage they leave behind. In 
the forest, this is a minor pest that prunes a bit of 
annual growth, but for choice smaller ornamental 
garden conifers, sawfly larvae can be disfiguring and 
destructive.  Fortunately, they feed only on pines.  

They appear each year in late July or August, arriv-
ing at my USDA Zone 7A nursery in North Carolina 
about August 10, but your precise arrival date will 
vary by elevation and weather. Higher elevations may 
have larvae appearing up to two weeks earlier.  Each 
individual is a small, 1” caterpillar that is straw-
colored or yellowish, with tiny black spots arranged in 
lateral lines on the body and having a distinct red 
head. 

A group of these larvae will attack a single shoot of foli-
age, usually at the top of the plant, strip it clean of nee-
dles, and then move on to the next shoot. The damage can 
be remarkable, particularly on young or dwarf plants. 
Some reference books state that their damage is confined 
to second-year needles, but I find that they may devour 
any needle younger than two years old (probably only be-
cause still-older needles are tougher to chew). 

While the classic garden species of choice is mugo pine, I 
have seen other species included in their diet. Dwarf Pinus 
taeda (loblolly pine) are obviously high on their list of fa-
vorites, and they seem to go after some plants year after 
year. Pinus sylvestris (Scots pine) is apparently also deli-
cious. As long as we’re making a list, we’d best include 
specimens of Pinus uncinata (Swiss mountain pine), P. hel-
drechii (Bosnian pine), P. nigra (Austrian pine), P. thun-

bergii (Japanese black pine), P. banksiana (jack pine), and 
a few others of minor importance.  

The best defense is timely and persistent scouting—
actively searching for these critters before and during their 
expected hatch-out date. Due to their camouflage, they 
can be hard to see initially as they do look a bit like a 
growing pine bud—their red head being the bud itself. 
They will almost always be present in a group. A give-away 
behavioral trait is that they will rear up on their hind legs 
and raise their heads when approached, trying to be their 
fiercest self in response to your nearby finger. Don’t wor-
ry, they don’t have stingers or biting mouthparts, only tiny 
mandibles just right for chewing pine needles. Like many 
insects, these guys are specialists.  

In a few weeks, the gorged caterpillars will metamor-
phose into adult flies. These will breed, and females will 

(Continued on page 5) 

Redheaded sawfly larvae (Neodiprion lecontei (Fitch) 
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lay eggs in slits in pine needles, awaiting the timely hatch-
out the following year. These slits will be visible under a 
magnifying glass for those so inclined to look. However, as 
this is a forest pest, new larvae will appear each year, al-
most guaranteed and on schedule. It is normal that some 
years will have heavier infestations than others.  
   Redheaded pine sawfly larvae can be controlled by physi-
cal or chemical means. Physical means getting down and 
dirty with them—a simple sideways motion between 
thumb and forefingers will crush the blighters, and you can 
get many of them in a single motion once you get the hang 
of it. There is something about this action that satisfies the 
need for garden revenge, and after a few minutes the 
problem is solved and one feels much better. A gloved 
hand is recommended for the more squeamish among us. 
Chemicals do not provide the same level of immediate 
gratification, but are effective. Sevin dust will work but is 
not ornamental, unless you think of it as powdered sugar; 
Orthene (Acephate) is a systemic that can be applied as a 
spray before arrival and will kill the creatures as they feed 
(great for absentee or lazier gardeners). Neem oil or pyre-
thrins will satisfy those of us who insist on more “natural” 
methods. But for me, nothing is more natural than the 
search-and-destroy physical squish. 
   Of course, none of these control methods will work with 
the mother-in-law problem.  For her control, you’re on 
your own! Should vocal means fail, try to remember the 

old time-tested rule: “Always first try physical, then try chemical!”  

(Continued from page 4) 

Redheaded pine sawfly larvae attacking a dwarf cultivar of 

loblolly pine, showing typical damage done by the beasts. 

About the Author 

 
Bruce Appeldoorn is the owner of Appeldoorn Landscape Nursery in Bostic, North Carolina, 

where he specializes in the propagation of rare and unusual dwarf and miniature conifers, 

as well as larger-growing trees. He has served as President of the Southeast Region of the 

American Conifer Society and is an avid collector of witches brooms.  

Photo by S. Horn 
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Some Like It Hot! 
Upcoming Conifers for Southeastern Gardens 

Text and Photos by Scott Antrim 

Saying Southern conifers “get no respect” is an un-
derstatement. When was the last time you ventured 
into a nursery, botanical garden, or even your own 
garden and admired a cultivar of Pinus taeda (loblolly 
pine), Pinus virginiana (Virginia pine), or Pinus clausa 
(sand pine)? Likely never, as there is little financial 
incentive for large wholesale producers to offer culti-
vars of species that are generally not hardy over wide 
areas of the country, especially in places where coni-
fers are mainstays in the landscape. 

For those of us yearning for conifers adapted to 
the jungle-like South versus the arctic North, howev-
er, hope shines eternal. Thanks to the keen eyes of 
many devoted witches’ broom hunters and talented 
grafters in the Southeast Region, many of our native 
species are being brought out of the wild and into 
cultivation.      

One of the local Southern nurseries and celebrated 
grafters central to this effort is Bruce Appeldoorn, 
owner of Appeldoorn Landscape Nursery in rural 
Bostic, NC. Bruce has become the recipient, produc-
er, and now nearly the exclusive source for finding 
many of these rare cultivars that will thrive—not just 
survive!—in our Southern climate. 

During a recent visit to Bruce’s nursery, time was 
spent perusing many of these newer cultivars he is 
growing in an effort to pick out some that show signs 
of being a cut above the rest. 

Before presenting you with some of my favorites, 
be reminded that growing conifers sourced from 
witches’ brooms is not a sport (no pun intended) for 
the impatient. Generally, several years of growth and 
observation must elapse before one will have any 
idea of what characteristics of the original broom will 
manifest themselves in the new plant. 

With that said, many of Bruce’s more recent grafts 
are still a little young to make decisions regarding fu-
ture garden worthiness. We’ve selected our favorites 
to share from collections that Bruce and I have made 

in the last several years for our area based on growth 
habit, color, and rarity.  

The next time you are choosing that “must have” 
conifer for your garden, think native. Not only will 
they be less fussy than that pine or spruce from the 
Mountain West or Europe, but you will have a rarity 
that many, especially those from “conifer heaven”, 
can be envious of.   

Pinus pungens ‘Doughton Park’  
A first in several ways, this broom was originally col-

lected in 2014 in northwest North Carolina. Apparent-
ly, this was the first Pinus pungens broom brought 
into cultivation and was also my very first broom find. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Pinus pungens ‘Doughton Park’  
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Exquisite specimens of this tree can 
be found currently growing in Sandy 
Horn’s garden in Cary, NC, and in 
Missy and Wayne Galloway’s garden 
above Asheville, NC. Both are nice 
rounded balls with a dense branch 
structure. When happy, this tree pro-
duces several inches of new growth 
annually, so it may not stay a cute 
bundle of joy forever. As an added 
bonus, Pinus pungens will often in-
duce a period of confusion and inqui-
sition for those who automatically as-
sociate “pungens” with Picea. 

 
Pinus taeda ‘Polkville Bank’           

Considering how widespread Pinus 
taeda is in the Southeast, it’s surpris-
ing there aren’t more cultivars of this 
species. Aside from the rarely encoun-
tered ‘NCSU Dwarf Group’, often 
wrongly referred to as ‘Nana’, only a 
relatively few others are known. 
Found amongst a line of trees behind 
an old bank building in Polkville, NC, 
it’s a wonder this broom was found at 
all. Growing on top of a branch and 

nestled among surrounding foliage, only this dense 
broom’s shorter needles and cumulus cloud appearance 
divulged its existence. From the few specimens at Bruce’s 
nursery, the desired much shorter needles and congested 
growth continue to be evident. Hopefully this desirable 
growth habit will continue and it will evolve into a man-
ageable-sized loblolly that will make a welcome addition 
to the garden. 
 
Pinus virginiana ‘Bo Broom’                                                                                                                            
   I love the thrill of the hunt, but honestly I am over Pinus 
virginiana brooms. By far, these seem to be the most 
common brooms in my area of the Carolina Piedmont. To 
date, I’ve probably found two dozen or more of these. As 
a straight species, Pinus virginiana is pretty homely and 
not worthy of purposely planting, but many cultivars like 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Pinus taeda ‘Polkville Bank’ original broom, in situ 

Pinus taeda ‘Polkville Bank’ 
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‘Driscoll’ are widely available and make a nice addition 
to the landscape. Brooms I’ve found on this species tend 
to be similar in appearance and are always far better 
looking than the parent plant. 

One in particular that has stood out amongst the oth-
ers that Bruce has propagated I named ‘Bo Broom’ in 
reference to the parent tree growing in a vacant lot next 
to a Bojangles’ restaurant in Clover, SC. Unlike other P. 
virginiana brooms that typically grow as dense orbs, this 
one was a wide, flat spreader, only a few inches tall and 
rather open in appearance. While typical P. virginiana 
needles are around two inches long, ‘Bo Broom’ needles 
are much smaller, only about 1/4 to 1/2 inch long, giving 
it a really delicate appearance. Growth so far has been 
slower than that of all the other Pinus virginiana brooms 

Bruce has propagated. 
Pinus clausa ‘Sand Dollar’ 

In furthering my broom search field, a few years ago I 
went to Central Florida to have a look around. Rather 
than hitting it big on finding brooms on Pinus elliotii 
(slash pine) or Pinus palustris (longleaf pine), I hit the 
jackpot with Pinus clausa (sand pine), which is basically 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Pinus clausa ‘Sand Dollar’ original broom, in situ 

Pinus virginiana ‘Bo Broom’ original broom, in situ 

Pinus virginiana ‘Bo Broom’ 
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Florida’s equivalent to P. virginiana. Every bit 
as homely as Pinus virginiana, Pinus clausa is 
a near Florida endemic with the same short 
needles, open crown and flakey bark, but 
any documented cultivars are nonexistent. 
Like its northern cousin, it appears to be a 
prolific broomer, and over two days, I saw 
nearly a dozen and collected about half that. 
One collection, I named ‘Sand Dollar’, and is 
like no other broom I’ve seen. It reminded 
me of an old Union 76 gas station sign, as it 
was just one big sphere sitting atop a nar-
row, unbranched trunk.   Currently only one 
very young example of this broom exists and 
we are hoping the plant lives up to it’s po-
tential. Due to its very southerly native 
range, cold hardiness north of Zone 8 is like-
ly to be borderline.   

 
Pinus virginiana ‘Scout Camp’ 

As mentioned previously, there are no 
shortages of Pinus virginiana brooms, at 
least in the central part of the Carolinas. 
Originally brought to Bruce Appeldoorn’s 

attention by a neighbor, Pinus virginiana ‘Scout 
Camp’ was found just down the road from a Boy 
Scout camp near Dysartsville, NC. Unlike ‘Bo 
Broom’ that has relatively tiny needles and a 
more compact  growth habit, ‘Scout Camp’ ap-
pears to be a more vigorous upright grower with a 
dense branching structure. Needles are a deep, 
lustrous green, and about an inch long.  

(Continued from page 8) 

About the Author 

Scott Antrim is a resident of 
Lake Wylie, SC.  Most days, 
Scott can be found working in 
his modest one acre 
collection of conifers, 
woodland perennials, xeric 
plants, and whatever else 
captures his fancy.  When 
time allows, Scott enjoys the 
thrill of the chase, seeing new 

species of conifers in the wild and constantly 
keeping an eye out for witches’ brooms. 

Pinus virginiana ‘Scout Camp’ 

Pinus clausa ‘Sand Dollar’ 
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When you go to the Southeast Region Reference Garden Map via the link provided above, clicking on the name of a 
reference garden in the list on the left zooms the map to that garden’s location and provides information on the gar-
den you clicked. Click on a star to identify gardens in locations you may want to visit. Depending upon what’s available, 
you will see any or all of the following: the physical address, phone number, web site, photos, and a link to click if you 
need directions. Our Reference Gardens are a treasure! Visit soon! 

Gardens of the Big Bend, Quincy, FL  
 
Atlanta Botanical Garden, Atlanta, GA  
Armstrong State University Arboretum Conifer Garden, 

Savannah, GA 
Lockerly Arboretum, Milledgeville, GA 
Smith-Gilbert Gardens, Kennesaw, GA 
The State Botanical Garden of Georgia, Athens, GA 
 
Baker Arboretum, Bowling Green, KY 
 
JC Raulston Arboretum, Raleigh, NC 
 
Brookgreen Gardens, Murrells Inlet, SC 
Hatcher Garden-Woodland Preserve, Spartanburg, SC 
Historic Columbia, Columbia, SC 
Moore Farms Botanical Garden, Lake City, SC 

East TN State University Arboretum, Johnson City, TN 
Memphis Botanic Garden, Memphis, TN 
University of Tennessee Gardens, Knoxville, TN 
Plateau Discovery Gardens, UT Gardens, Crossville, TN 
West Tennessee Research and Education Center 

Gardens, Univ. of TN Jackson, Jackson, TN 
 
Al Gardner Memorial Conifer Garden,  Reynolds 

Community College, Goochland, VA 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, Richmond, VA 
Norfolk Botanical Garden, Norfolk, VA 
State Arboretum of Virginia, Boyce, VA 
 
Map of all SE Region reference gardens, with complete 
addresses:   
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-
gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing 

ACS SOUTHEAST REGION CONIFER REFERENCE GARDENS 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
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   I love September. The relentlessly hot days of July and August are 

already giving way to cooler mornings and evenings and lower hu-

midity. Not that it’s been such an awful summer. In fact, we’ve had 

sufficient rain and even hot days were in the low 90’s, for the most 

part. But summer means strategically planning the day so that the 

garden and outside activities are scheduled according to where the 

shade lies and when the temperatures are bearable. September, 

on the other hand, is so freeing. On most days, I can work outside 

any time at all and can take my walk whenever I like. These days, I’m trying to catch up 

with the weeds. Prostrate and spotted spurge, pigweed and stilt grass—you name it. 

They like heat a lot more than I do. 

   I am still vigilant about masking and washing my hands, but I am about ready to ven-

ture out to JC Raulston to work in the mixed border with Amelia Lane’s Border Babes for 

the first time since March. The arb still isn’t open, and there are strict protocols for vol-

unteers, but as we have in our personal lives, we can adapt to make it work. We bring 

our own tools and water, stay masked and keep our distance, and someone has to meet 

us at the gate to let us in. But the beds need weeding, just like they do at my place. The 

mulch needs spreading, old foliage needs to be cut back, trees and shrubs need pruning. 

We can make it work while being safe and enjoying each other’s company, at a distance. 

   I hope you’re finding ways to enjoy life, even in these strange times, and that the 

beauty of fall inspires you and lifts your spirits.  

Sandy Horn 

 

Submit questions, comments, articles, photos, or suggestions for the 

next newsletter to  

Leanne Kenealy (lmkeneal@ncsu.edu) 

or Sandy Horn (littletrees@earthlink.net) 

Remember! Deadline for the December 15th newsletter is November 15th! 

Newsletter Wrap-up 

Sandy 

Share Your Tips ! 

In the Garden 
 

Share your garden tips and 
tricks, favorite tools or design 
ideas, successes and failures. 
Tell your fellow ACS members 
how you made a path, built a 
new planting bed, dug up a 
stump, dealt with weeds, de-
feated a fungus or a critter (2-, 
4-, 6-, or 8-legged!). How do 
you fertilize, make compost, or 
improve your soil? Do you have 
a strategy for moving big rocks, 
digging up stumps, clearing 
draining the swamp? What is 
the best way to help a new 
planting succeed? 

Send your helpful thoughts to 
us, along with a picture or two, 
and be our next “In the Gar-
den” author. We look forward 
to hearing from you! 

President: Jeff Harvey 
Owner, Dirt Dawg Nursery 
Jeff@dirtdawgnursery.com 
 
Vice President:  
Leanne Kenealy 
Plant Breeding & Nursery Technician 
JC Raulston Arboretum 
lmkeneal@ncsu.edu 
 
Regional Director, Web and 
Newsletter Editor:  
Sandy Horn   
littletrees@earthlink.net 
 

Secretary: Jennifer Harvey   
Owner, Dirt Dawg Nursery 
jrosethorn@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer and Facebook Group 
Administrator: 
Robin Tower 
goldnpaws@gmail.com 
 
Reference Gardens Chairperso: 
Amelia Lane  
amelia.lane@gmail.com 
 
 

Southeast Region Officers and Staff 

You can order bulbs from Brent 

and Becky’s and support the 

Southeast Region at the same 

time, so why not take advantage 

of this opportunity to surprise 

your friends with bulbs for Christ-

mas? It’s easy to do, and they’ll 

be so glad you did! Instead of go-

ing directly to the Brent and 

Becky’s website, go to Bloom-

inBucks.com and select American 

Conifer Society Southeast Region 

from the dropdown menu. You 

will then be taken to the Brent 

and Becky’s website, and 25% of 

anything you spend there will go 

to the Southeast Region! You 

don’t pay anything extra for your 

bulbs, but your purchases will 

support the Southeast Region.  

Happy Planting! 


