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From the Southeast Region President 
  The dog days of summer are almost behind us. We can slow down on the 
watering and enjoy the nice fall weather with cooler nights. I think we 
deserve a break! 
   This newsletter will be coming only a month before our meeting in 
Gloucester, Virginia. If you are in need of any bulbs from Brent and Becky’s, 
you can save the cost of shipping by asking to pick them up while you are at 
the meeting. Also remember when ordering to order though Bloomin’ Bucks 
and select one of your favorite charities for a donation (hopefully the Conifer 
Society Southeast region). 
   We’re looking forward to being back in Virginia. We had our annual meeting 
in Waynesboro, near Charlottesville, a few years ago and had a great time. 
Wayne has taken the lead on setting up the meeting for us and has done a 
wonderful job organizing everything. Looking forward to seeing everyone in 
Gloucester! 

      Meanwhile, we are in the planning stages for an early spring get together in South Carolina, aiming for mid to end 
of March. The weather should be pretty nice. I expect everything will be waking up by then. We’re aiming for the 
Columbia area for the main portion of the meeting. It’ll be a good time to get away and explore some nice gardens 
before we all get going again in our own. We’ll keep you posted! 

S. Horn 

Jeff Harvey, President 
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Around the Southeast Region 

Announcing Historic Columbia, Our Newest Reference Garden! 
By Beth Jimenez and Amelia Lane 

We are happy to welcome Historic Columbia in Colum-

bia, SC, to the ACS SE Region Reference Garden Program.  

Historic Columbia consists of six unique historic proper-

ties with gardens reflecting each time period, featuring 

fourteen acres of gardens that range from an expansive 

park-like setting to an elaborate formal garden to a tradi-

tional 19th century swept yard. 

The conifer collection at Historic Columbia is varied and 

unique, as it is spread over four of the most mature gar-

dens: Hampton-Preston Mansion and Gardens, Robert 

Mills House and Gardens, Seibels House and Gardens, and 

Woodrow Wilson Family Home. We are especially excited 

about the conifer collection at Hampton-Preston, both 

because of the impressive accounts from visitors to the 

gardens in the 19th century, and the overwhelming and 

extensive offerings of conifers available to the garden 

from Pomaria Nurseries, which was located just 40 miles 

north of Columbia, during the mid to late 1800’s. 

Using the 20+ years (roughly 1850-1870) of catalogues 

and other primary documents from Pomaria Nurseries, 

Historic Columbia will be reintroducing many more rare 

and unique conifers to this garden from species and culti-

vars that would have been accessible to it in the years 

when it was created. 

   Historic Columbia’s Central Office is located at 1601 

Richland Street, Columbia, SC. 29201. The gardens are free 

to the public, open Tuesday-Saturday: 10am til 4pm and 

Sunday: 1am - 5pm. If and when you visit this lovely part 

of South Carolina, please make it a point to visit Historic 

Columbia.  

Note 
 

Please refer to pages 5 and 6 of your December 
2018 SER Newsletter for a complete article on 

Historic Columbia, written by Keith Mearns, who is 
Director of Grounds for Historic Columbia. 

You can access this edition of the newsletter at 
https://conifersociety.org/uploads/newsletters/southeast-

201812.pdf  

Wish You Could ID that Plant? You Might Be Interested in this Online Course! 

   North Carolina State University and world-renowned Longwood Gar-
dens have teamed up to bring a series of online plant identification 
classes to the gardening public. These fun, self-paced classes cover a 
range of key ID characteristics and cultural info for trees, shrubs, coni-
fers, annuals, perennials, edibles, bulbs, and houseplants. Designed for 
all learning types, participants have access to videos, an e-book, 
games, assignments, and a forum for discussing gardening with a glob-
al community of students. Certification with Longwood and continuing 
education credits for environmental educators and Master Gardeners 
are available. Classes are held three times per year, and the fall semes-
ter begins September 9th. Class material is available for six months 
after class begins, so participants can register for class after Septem-
ber 9th and not miss a beat. See you in class! 

Class details and registration information are available at 
https://horticulture.cals.ncsu.edu/online/online-horticulture-courses/online-

non-credit-courses/  

https://conifersociety.org/uploads/newsletters/southeast-201812.pdf
https://conifersociety.org/uploads/newsletters/southeast-201812.pdf
https://horticulture.cals.ncsu.edu/online/online-horticulture-courses/online-non-credit-courses/
https://horticulture.cals.ncsu.edu/online/online-horticulture-courses/online-non-credit-courses/
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Around the Southeast Region 

Be Sure to Visit 

Bill and Tracy Blevins’ Garden 
Before or After the October Meeting! 

Check out Bill and Tracy’s garden in the article we pub-

lished in our last newsletter, with all the details: 

https://conifersociety.org/uploads/newsletters/

June2019-SE-News.pdf. The gardens are glorious, as 

you can see from the photos. Also, I know it exposes 

me for the plant geek I am, but each of their plants is 

marked with a PlantsMap label, which does WAY more 

than identify the plant, so in addition to enjoying their 

beautiful garden, I can’t wait to see how the labeling 

they’ve developed works!  

   The garden is located at 6904 Cloud Way, Spotsylva-

nia, VA 22551. For more information, you can contact 

Tracy or Bill: 

   Tracy: https://www.plantsmap.com/tracy-blevins  or 
540-850-9297 
   Bill: https://www.plantsmap.com/bill-blevins 
   You can view additional photos, here: https://
photos.app.goo.gl/xKuat1VZPQ5qbkiv5 

LAST CALL! 

Register Today for the Southeast Regional Meeting!  
Gloucester, VA, October 18 - 19, 2019 

REGISTRATION CLOSES SEPTEMBER 18th!  NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Meeting Hotel: Hampton Inn, Gloucester 
Meeting Lectures and Auction: Brent and Becky’s Bulbs Nursery 

Tour Gardens: Pamela Harper’s Garden and Bill and Linda Pinkham’s Garden  

Registration Form is provided on the next page, or you can register online at 

https://secure.conifersociety.org/np/clients/acs/eventRegistration.jsp?;=&event=43&  

Just Sign In and Sign Up! 

A Fine Time Will Be Had by All! Looking forward to seeing you there! 

https://plantsmap.com/tracy-blevins
https://www.plantsmap.com/bill-blevins
https://photos.app.goo.gl/xKuat1VZPQ5qbkiv5
https://photos.app.goo.gl/xKuat1VZPQ5qbkiv5
https://secure.conifersociety.org/np/clients/acs/eventRegistration.jsp?;=&event=43&


 

 



Page 5 Southeastern Conifer Quarterly September 2019 

 

  

  
Three Gardens and a Nursery: A Photo Journey 

by Tom Cox 

Tulipa batalinii

During the first week of August 2019, Evelyn and I embarked on a journey 

that would take us through three outstanding gardens and one great nursery. 

This trip encompassed stops in both South and North Carolina. We would view 

gardens in the central Piedmont region of South Carolina where the elevation is 

approximately 800’ and then travel 

to western North Carolina to tour a 

garden located in the mountains at 

3300’. We would also experience 

high temperatures in the mid 90’s in 

the Piedmont and then in the 70’s in 

the mountains. 

   While each garden was exception-

al, the mix of conifers varied with 

altitudinal zonation. While those of 

us in lower elevations can successful-

ly cultivate a wide spectrum of coni-

fers, some species are just never go-

ing to prosper. If one would like a 

tutorial on the limiting factor of heat 

on conifers, this would serve as a 

great example. 

   Our first stop was at the home of Lowrie and Maggie Glasgow in Green-

ville, SC, where we would spend the night with them – what gracious hosts! 

Soon after our arrival, Lowrie toured me around his well-attended garden on 

a golf cart that proudly displayed a University of Clemson decal. Being a 

Crimson Tide fanatic, I politely asked that no photos be taken. He did not 

listen and seemed to relish in my angst.  

   The garden is a composite of new and old plantings. It 

was obvious that like others of us, Lowrie is a collector. 

Collectors don’t always have orderly gardens – we tend to 

want one of everything. Lowrie has managed to avoid 

that trap. Like a few others in the ACS, he is a retired 

medical doctor. I have found people with this background 

to all demonstrate great attention to detail.  

While conifers appear to be his first love, the garden 

contains a high number of interesting connoisseur peren-

nials and non-conifer woody taxa.  Spread out over an 

acre+, he has managed to fill it up with little room left for 

new plantings. I have a feeling he will make room. 

Being early August in the South, one might expect to see some tired looking plants from all the heat. Apart from one 

The Glasgow Garden     Photo by Tom Cox 

Lowrie Glasgow with Metasequoia glyp-

tostroboides ’Schirrmann’s Nordlicht’ 

Photo by Tom Cox 
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newly planted Sciadopitys verticillata 

which needed water, I saw no plants 

that did not look good. It was fun to 

be shown a garden by a person who 

derives pleasure and relaxation from 

their garden.   

   Later that evening we were treated 

to southern style shrimp and grits, 

delectable wine and a “to die for” 

sweet potato cake. Following a 

sound night’s sleep, it was time for 

breakfast and another spin through 

the garden. If in the Greenville area, 

this garden should be high on your 

list to visit. Thank you Lowrie and 

Maggie for a magical visit.  

Our next stop was to see and spend the night with 

longtime friends and ACS members, Julie and Scott 

Antrim, in Clover, SC.  I have previously made mention 

of this garden in the ACS Conifer Quarterly, as it is one 

of my favorite home-sized gardens to visit. Here, too, 

hospitality is as good as it gets.  

Joining us for the evening were fellow Georgians and 

ACS members, Lenny Odo and Martha Church. Like the 

Antrims, they are solid wine and food enthusiasts, 

which always makes for a fun packed evening. Of 

course, the topic of conifers was liberally sprinkled into 

the conversation. Before dinner, we all had time to 

drool as Scott carefully toured us through his amazing 

collection.  So much to take in.  

My favorite take-away is the number of rare and un-

usual species and cultivars found in his collection on a 

one-acre space. Rare and seldom encountered species 

include Nothotsuga longibracteata, Taiwania crypto-

merioides, Pinus maximartinezii, Pinus engelmannii, 

and Juniperus jaliscana. Really cool cultivars include 

Cryptomeria japonica ‘Dinger’, Pinus taeda ‘Nana’, and 

Cupressus glabra ‘Chaparral’. In addition, there are 

several witches’ broom selections of spruce (Picea) 

and pine (Pinus) that Scott has discovered. You will not 

see many gardens with this number of rare and unusu-

al specimens. 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

A beautiful juxtaposition of Rhus typhina ‘Tiger Eyes’ and Cedrus atlantica 
‘Horstman’ in the Glasgow Garden        Photo by Tom Cox 

Pinus maximartinezii in the Antrim Garden  
Photo by Scott Antrim 



Page 7 Southeastern Conifer Quarterly September 2019 

 

  

  

While Scott is the driving force behind this gar-

den, Julie is certainly not hands-off and plays a 

solid support role.  A writer once referred to me 

as having a “magnificent obsession” and I would 

say that definitely applies to Scott. Not one 

blade of his Zoysia grass is out of place.  This is a 

garden for the serious conifer collector who has 

interest in seeing unusual selections. 

   The next morning, we departed for cooler 
climes in the mountains of western NC where 
we would rendezvous with approximately 26 
other “Coneheads” for a tour of Arborcrest Gar-
dens (www.arborcrestgardens.org) in Boone. 
Included in our group was our SE Region Presi-
dent, Jeff Harvey, and his wife, Jennifer, who is 
Secretary for the Southeast Region. This event 
was made possible by Harry Betha, who carefully 
planned it and closely coordinated with the own-
ers, Ron and Cheryl Stanley to have them open it 
to our group.  

   Even though this was my third visit, the enormity and scope of 

this garden is difficult to write about. Let me just begin by saying that 

I consider it to have the makings of one of the best private gardens in 

the US. I base this on several key factors, the first being the setting, 

which is right out of a movie filmed in the Blue Ridge mountains. A 

cornucopia of plants is juxtaposed among myriad terraced gardens 

over a wide sweep of rolling hills. When one stands on top, looking 

down, serpentine paths wide enough to accommodate a 4-wheel 

wind their way through the landscape. Each plant is meticulously la-

beled, and careful attention is afforded to weeding, pruning and oth-

er aesthetic needs. The plantings span a landscaped area of 25 acres 

From a conifer perspective, there was plenty to catch the attention 

of even the hard-core coniferites. The Arborcrest database mentions 

1775 selections, of which most all are cultivars. However, one species 

plant caught my eye. This special conifer is Abies numidica (Algerian 

fir) and it was in full cone. As the common name suggests, this fir is native only to Algeria and is uncommon in the land-

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Pinus taeda ’Nana’ in the Antrim Garden      Photo by Scott Antrim 

An Arborcrest vista           Photo by Tom Cox 

http://www.arborcrestgardens.org
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scape. I have my doubts that it would survive on its own roots in 

most areas of the Southeastern US. It is closely allied with the 

Spanish fir (Abies pinsapo) which occurs further west in the Rif 

mountains of Morocco and in southern Spain. Both species will 

do fine elsewhere in the SE when grafted on Abies firma and 

should be considered top tier conifers for ornamental appeal.  

Our last stop was to visit an old friend and his new wife (Tim 

and Carla Nichols) in East Flat Rock. Tim and his brother Matt are 

co-owners of Mr. Maple, Mr. Ginkgo and now a newly expanded 

line of rare and unusual dwarf conifers. As if they did not have 

enough to manage, they are expanding their product line to also 

include Sempervivum helveticum (Hen and Chicks). Tim and Carla 

were kind enough to meet us after their Sunday church service 

and to spend several hours of their off day showing us around.  

While there are other great entities in the SE that offer maples, 

no one can come close to offering the sheer variety that the Nich-

ols brothers do. Their inventory of conifers and Ginkgo makes  

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Abies numidica at Arborcrest       Photo by Tom Cox 

Cupressus nootkatensis at Arborcrest       Photo by Jeff Harvey 

A humorous good-bye to Arborcrest 
Photo by Jeff Harvey 



Page 9 Southeastern Conifer Quarterly September 2019 

 

  

  

 

them a perfect one-stop shop. They even carry a few odd-ball collec-

tor plants such as the unusual reticulated leaf horse chestnut 

(Aesculus hippocastanum ‘Wisselink’) that we went home with. I dis-

covered this small tree at Seabright Gardens during our ACS national 

meeting in Oregon this year. Its foliage just blew me away. 

I have known the Nichols brothers for many years since they first 

started and have watched them grow through hard work. I am proud 

of their success. Whether you happen to be in the area or shopping 

on-line, you are sure to find something interesting for your collec-

tion. 

   We finally made it back to our home and arboretum late on a Sun-

day afternoon. While it is always good to be home, it was also very 

special to spend 5 days with friends and experience great gardens. 

Thanks to all who helped make this a memorable trip!  

(Continued from page 8) 

Aesculus hippocastanum ‘Wisselink’ 
Photo courtesy of MrMaple.com 

About the Author 

   Tom Cox is past president of the American Conifer Society and the founder and owner of 

Cox Arboretum and Gardens in Canton, Georgia, where he focuses on evaluating, selecting, 

and displaying plants from around the world that are hardy in USDA Zone 7b. He is also 

concerned with preserving critically endangered plants.  

   Tom is co-author, with John M. Ruter, of the authoritative and extremely helpful book, 

Landscaping with Conifers and Ginkgo for the Southeast, the first ever book on conifers for the 

South. He and his wife, Evelyn, travel the world to see conifers in their native habitats.  

Did you know that you can order bulbs from Brent 

and Becky’s and support the Southeast Region at the 

same time? Instead of going directly to the Brent and 

Becky’s website, go to BloominBucks.com and select 

American Conifer Society Southeast Region from 

the dropdown menu. You will then be taken to the 

Brent and Becky’s website, and 25% of anything you 

spend there will go to the Southeast Region! You 

don’t pay anything extra for your bulbs, but your 

purchases will support the Southeast Region.  Is that 

cool or WHAT? 
Pinus strobus ‘Blue Clovers’ at Arborcrest 

              Photo by Tom Cox 
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  Plant Shopping at the 2019 National ACS Meeting 

What Have I done??? 
Text and Photos by Jennifer Harvey 

So, how do you get your 
plants home when you fly to a 
national conifer meeting?  

Well, if you were lucky 
enough to fly Southwest like 
we were, you can check two 
large suitcases weighing up to 
50 lbs. each, as well as a carry 
on and a personal item, free. 
So, if you pack really light, 
you’ve got it made. Jeff and I 
only had one suit case of 
clothes and necessaries, each, 
so that meant that we had one 
empty suitcase each for us to bring plants home. Now, there are some guidelines that we must discuss here.  

1. Plants can’t be in a huge pot. Band pots are best.  
2. Plants must not be taller than the suit case.  
3. Plants must be flexible and able to bend into a small narrow space. No brittle plants. They must pass a flexibility 

test.  
Needless to say, sometimes those rules are hard to follow!  
   Our gardening friend and ACS member, George Riehle, was traveling with us. We have known George for 26 years, 

since we lived in our first house in New York. He is very active in the Daylily Society and the Webster Arboretum and is 
a total plant geek. He grows everything. We have gone on all kinds of plant shopping expeditions together, so he is very 
used to us, but this trip was different. We all had to follow the rules! He was not flying Southwest and so his luggage 
was restricted to one suitcase and a carry on. George had some space but not a lot. 

We started out well. While Jeff was at the National Board Meeting, George and I went shopping. We also took Sherry 
Speth, from the Central Region, along since she was free and up for an adventure. We headed for Dancing Oaks Nurse-
ry, an hour or so south of Silverton. I did start to 
worry when we turned onto a dirt/gravel road 
that brought back haunting memories of our trip 
to Sandy Mush Nursery in NC. It’s also up a dirt/
gravel road and I was just about sure I was going 
to get the rental car stuck, and I was not going to 
hike for an hour straight up the side of a mountain 
for a mile to get there. I lived to tell about that 
trip to Sandy Mush, but we were not going to do 
that again. I now know why that’s a mail order 
company.  

Well, that is a totally different story. The road 
was fine but then we saw a sign: ‘No county 
maintenance beyond this point”. More flashbacks. 
We were close but how close was the question. 
We still had a cell signal, which was surprising. 
Then we went through a gated area and kept go-
ing. We then saw a sign that said, ‘You are almost 

(Continued on page 11) 

A GOOD sign! 

Our patio/plant staging 

area at the Oregon Garden. Resort 
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there!’ There was hope and, so far, no dried skulls 
hanging from fence posts (oh sorry Sandy Mush again). 
Finally, we arrived at a gravel parking lot with two cars. 
Yes, we were not alone! Ahead were greenhouses, gar-
dens, and a real bathroom! It was going to be a good 
trip.  

There were interesting plantings everywhere—stuff I 
had never seen before and crazy combinations. We 
talked to very knowledgeable staff and shopped in 
many greenhouses. George and Sherry were busy in 
the shade house, buying plants that didn’t fit the rules. 
They came out with an almost 3’ tall jack in the pulpit. 
Now how did George think he would get that brittle 
stem and those stiff leaves in a suitcase? Well it didn’t 
matter. It was some rare plant that George had to have. 
I moved on and found the cutting area and everything 
in that house was in a band pot. For me, that was the 
jackpot. I got a Fagus sylvatica ‘Mercedes’, two weird shrubs in band pots, and Iris spuria, all of which fit the rules. 
Well, the iris was a tad tall, but you can always cut that off! I was following the rules—well, at least mostly—at least on 
the first day.  

The accommodations at The Oregon Garden were perfect for spending a week plant shopping. It had a fenced in 
patio at each room. Ours was shaded and perfect for housing our plants. Each day, our shopping trips expanded the 
number of plants in the patio holding area. More conifers were added, and most were plants that fit the rules. I did 
relapse one day and bought a Senecio candicans ‘Angel Wings’, which looks like a huge paddle-leaf dusty miller. It had 
the most beautiful white, furry, wide leaves. I had never seen anything like it. It seemed like it would fold. I wasn’t pos-
itive, but it was still worth trying. There’s nothing like standing in a garden center, taking a plant, and seeing if its 
leaves will fold up.  

   On the last day of plant shopping, we passed a sign. “Plant 4 
sale”. We never pass up one of those. Yes, the four was a 4, we had 
to stop! It was in a front yard that was filled with huge plants and 
the prices were great. $20 or so for 3-5 gallon plants.  Well, 3 or 5 
gallon plants broke the first rule and they were 4-6 feet tall. They 
weighed a ton. Who cared? The rules went out the window. It was 
a good deal. George refrained, but Jeff and I didn’t. I got a 3 gallon 
Cupressus nootkatensis ‘Variegata’ for $20, and Jeff got a Juniperus 
horizontalis ‘Monber’ ™ for $25. It was staked to about 
3.5 ft. and was huge. I know. They’re not really rare plants, but they 
were really well grown and really nice. We just couldn’t pass them 
up.  
   Two nights before leaving, we began to prepare our plants for the 
suitcases. Pots weigh a lot but, more importantly, don’t smash to-
gether well, so they have to go, along with the excess soil. (See the 
next page for photos of how all this was done) After the pot and 
excess soil is removed, we wrap each plant in newspaper and pack 
them gently in a large plastic bag loosely fitted into the suitcase. 
We worked almost 2 hours to prepare and pack plants.  
   George had 20 plants and was fine getting all his stuff packed, 
even his Jack-in-the-pulpit. He had been doubting me all week 
about everything fitting, but he hadn’t seen Jeff pack a suitcase of 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

Plants too big, but oh, well. 
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plants before. This was Jeff’s third time out west, flying with 
plants. We kept telling him, “No sweat, George. It will fit!” 
Even Jeff’s monster juniper folded up well after removing 

the stake and tons of soil.  
   Once we got all packed, Jeff’s luggage was 45lbs (personal 
items) and 38lbs (plants) and mine was 45lbs (plants) and 

49lbs (personal items). We came home with 79 plants plus 46 succulents and sedums between Jeff and me. We didn’t 
have to carry on anything extra. We both just had backpacks with snacks and entertainment for the plane. I was so 
bummed! We could have bought more plants!  

When we arrived home, the first thing we had 
to do was to unpack the plants and get them 
potted up. I zipped open the case and it smelled 
so good. Everything was perfectly moist and hap-
py. After unwrapping them and potting them up, 
we only had one small broken branch. Not too 
bad. We watered them well and kept them in the 
shade. There were some that were a tad mad 
about the treatment but they are all recovering. I 
really think some are just upset about being tak-
en from the perfect garden place to the hot 
south! George’s plants faired pretty well also. His 
jack in a pulpit had a broken stem but it had a 
smaller leaf coming and should be fine. I told him 
when he got it, it was pushing the flexibility test.  

So, if you are afraid to buy plants when you 
have to fly, you really can do it. It just takes a 
little time, effort and a stack of newspapers.  

(Continued from page 11) 

Jennifer Harvey is the Southeast Region Secretary and frequent contributor to this newsletter. She and Jeff are own-

ers of Dirt Dawg Nursery, near Lebanon, Tennessee. In addition to a compulsion to buy small conifers, Jennifer 
suffers from OCD—Obsessive Chicken Disorder—as evidenced by the Chicken Taj Mahal, recently constructed at the 

Harvey homesite. 

Removing the soil. 

Wrapped and 

ready to go. 

Packing the 

suitcases. 
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Bernheim Under Threat 
Text and Photos from Dr. Mark Wourms, Executive Director, Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest 

And from the www.berheim.org Website 

Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest is a living leg-
acy of philanthropist and visionary, Isaac W. Bernheim. 
Born in Schmieheim, Germany on November 4, 1848, 
Isaac W. Bernheim immigrated to the United States in 
March, 1867 at the age of eighteen with only $4 in his 
pocket. After struggling for several years to make a living 
as a peddler in New York, eastern Pennsylvania, and New 
Jersey, he moved to Kentucky and went into the distilling 
business. Over the years he achieved great success with 
his Bernheim Brothers Distilling Company and his popular 
brand of bourbon, I. W. Harper. 

Mr. Bernheim was grateful to the people of Kentucky for 
allowing him the opportunity to be successful, and he 
made many contributions throughout the community. His 
love of sculpture was manifest in several gifts to the pub-
lic, including the statue of Abraham 
Lincoln at the Louisville Free Public 
Library and the statue of Thomas 
Jefferson in front of the Jefferson 
County Courthouse. He also donated 
the statues of Henry Clay and Ephraim 
McDowell which stand in the Statuary 
Hall in the Capitol Rotunda in Wash-
ington, D.C., representing Kentucky. 

In 1929, Mr. Bernheim bought and 
endowed the land that would become 
Bernheim Forest, now over 16,000 
acres. He dedicated this land as a gift 
to the people of his new homeland. 
Mr. Bernheim wanted to provide a 
place for the renewal and restoration 
of the bond between people and na-
ture. His vision included the combina-
tion of an arboretum and natural for-
ested areas infused with the arts, to 
create a unique site to experience na-
ture. To make his vision a reality was 

not easy. Due to the land's previous use by the 
sale and iron ore industries, the landscape at the 
time of his purchase was heavily abused and 
nearly devoid of trees. 
   Between 1929 and 1950, workers prepared the 
land for its donor's intentions. As a testament to 
Isaac W. Bernheim's vision and perseverance, 

Bernheim today is home to a nationally-renowned 600-
acre arboretum with over 8,000 varieties of documented 
trees, shrubs and herbaceous perennials in the arbore-
tum, including the celebrated Hubbuch Holly Collection 
with over 300 specimens. 

In 1931, the Frederick Law Olmsted firm of Brookline, 
Massachusetts, began work on a major site plan for the 
landscape arboretum. They created an original landscape 
design that was adopted by the Board of Trustees in 1935. 

Following the Olmsted plan, workers built three small 
lakes and a road through the arboretum before any of the 
collections were planted. The entrance road began at 
State Highway 245 and led to the fire tower, a distance of 
3.1 miles. Originally dirt, it was blacktopped in 1948 in 
preparation for the public's arrival. Bernheim’s roads now 

(Continued on page 14) 

About the Bernheim Forest, from its website (www.bernheim.org) 

A large stand of Pinus parviflora ‘Glauca’ at Bernheim 

Arboretum and Research Forest. 
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cover eleven miles. Cedar and Holly pond, as well as Mac's Lake were created in 1939. Lake Nevin, a 32-acre fishing 
lake near what is now the main entrance, was impounded in 1949 and named in honor of Mr. Hugh L. Nevin, President 
of the Board of Trustees for many years. Bernheim opened to the public in July, 1950. Over 250,000 visitors from the 
U.S. and abroad now visit Bernheim each year. 

 

About the Threat to Bernheim Forest, from Dr. Mark Wourmes, Executive Director 
For the first time in 90 years since our founding, Bernheim Arboretum 

and Research Forest is facing two major threats: proposed construction of 
a natural gas pipeline and a study for a new highway connector that 
threaten to cut through our 16,137 acres of forests and conservation land. 
We need your help to show strong opposition and to: 
 Compel Louisville Gas and Electric (LG&E) to choose an alternative 

route for its proposed gas pipeline.  If built as currently planned 
through Bernheim Forest, the pipeline would destroy a path of pre-
served forest nearly a mile (4,000 feet) long and over 75 feet wide. 
The forest is home to several threatened or endangered species and 
protects one of Kentucky’s most pristine springs that affects the quali-
ty of drinking water and is a resource to our communities. The land is 
so pristine species are still being discovered on these conservation 
lands.  

 Make sure that the report prepared by HDR Engineering recommend-
ing routes for a proposed Regional Highway Connector, another 65-71 
bypass to route traffic around Louisville includes no potential bypass 
routes that would cut through Bernheim.  The study funded by the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, is due November 2019 will include 
three corridor options (ideally including the option of improving ex-
isting roads). This project, if it crosses Bernheim, would irreversibly alter the integrity of Bernheim.   

   In addition to protecting central Kentucky’s irreplaceable 
natural resources, we need your support to prevent a dan-
gerous precedent. Bernheim land currently targeted by 
LG&E for the gas pipeline shortcut is protected by a conser-
vation easement and deed restrictions that prohibit: 
 Destruction of forests, streams and springs 
 Transfer of property by Bernheim for non-conservation 
purposes 
 Granting easements for non-conservation purposes – 
specifically prohibiting natural gas pipelines 
   LG&E is suing Bernheim. They hope to use condemnation 
through the Kentucky’s eminent domain process to seize 
Bernheim land. The Board of Trustees of the Isaac W. Bern-
heim Foundation, the volunteer nonprofit that protects and 
manages Bernheim, champions economic growth in our re-
gion, but unanimously opposes any use of Bernheim as a 
shortcut for pipelines and highways. If LG&E prevails in its 
legal challenge to Bernheim’s conservation easement and 

deed restrictions, legal protection of other conservation land in Kentucky and elsewhere will be threatened. 
It is our hope that likeminded people and organizations will share news of these threats with others, mobilizing all 

voices to demonstrate strong opposition to shortcuts through conservation land.   
For more information on how to take action:  www.forestunderthreat  and www.bernheim.org  
Contacts: Amy Joseph Landon, Manager of Communications, Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest.  Email: 
alandon@bernheim.org or Dr. Mark Wourms, Executive Director, mkwourms@bernheim.org   

(Continued from page 13) 

http://www.forestunderthreat
http://www.bernheim.org
mailto:mkwourms@bernheim.org
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Southeast Region Reference Garden Grant Report 

Reynolds Community College Al Gardner Memorial Conifer Garden 
by Karin Stretchko, Agriculture Specialist, Horticulture, Reynolds Community College 

Photos Courtesy of Reynolds Community College 

On March 7, 2018, Reynolds Community College received a $1000 

grant award from the American Conifer Society for improvements to 

its ACS Reference Garden. The monies received helped to fund im-
provements for new custom, interactive signage from PlantsMap, Inc., 
for conifers in the Al Gardner Memorial Conifer Garden. 

The 124 new interac-

tive plant tags have a 
QR code that garden 

visitors can scan with 
their smart phones and 

link to the Reynolds 

Community College 
PlantsMap.com page 

for that particular 

plant. Once there, visi-
tors can find infor-

mation about the plant 
and view seasonal pho-

tos of it. 
   Reynolds Community 
College thanks the 
American Conifer Society for its continued support of the Al Gard-

ner Memorial Conifer Garden. Feedback from visitors and stu-
dents regarding the signage has been very positive, and we plan to 

continue the signage project for other specimen plants in our cam-
pus gardens, as funds allow. 

Make Friends and Share Ideas in the ACS Southeast Region’s Facebook Group!  
by Robin Tower, Facebook Group Administrator 

The ACS Southeast Region’s Facebook Group is really taking off! We now have nearly 130 members, and you can 

be next! Just go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/351809468684900/ and click JOIN! Anyone can join, and any-

one can post.  

People who have posted questions are getting quick responses and good advice. Pictures of conifers and conifers 

in combinations with other plants are an inspiration to all of us! There are already a lot of good conversations going. 

We are especially excited to use this site as a support group, so: Are you having a problem with a particular coni-

fer? Pest, disease, unexplained illness? Post a question! Share the good and get help with the bad in the American 

Conifer Society Southeast Group!  Several of our most knowledgeable members are regular contributors to the con-

versations, and they often can solve the mysteries posted by those of us who may know a lot less. You can also 

chime in with your own advice, latest acquisition, cool nursery, or photos. 

If you have any questions about how to join or post to the group, email me at goldnpaws@gmail.com).   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/351809468684900/
mailto:goldnpaws@gmail.com
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Southeast Region Reference Garden Grant Report 

University of Tennessee Gardens, Crossville: Plateau Discovery Garden 
by Shalena Durkot 

Photos Courtesy of UT Gardens, Crossville: Platteau Discovery Garden 

UT Gardens, Crossville: Plateau Discovery Garden is the third of the University of Tennessee’s gardens. Collectively 

we make up The State Botanical Garden of Tennessee. Our garden is unique because it was built exclusively by the 

Cumberland County Master Gardeners. It was first established in 2005 when our Center Director reached out to the 

Extension Agent with the idea of creating a demonstration garden. Each year the new class would design and build a 

new plot. By 2009 a UT Professor began ornamental research within the garden. This made way for hosting our first 

community event, Fall Gardeners’ Festival, as well as the addition of classes in the garden. Over the years the garden 

has continued to grow and be recognized as a Monarch Waystation, Nature Explore Classroom, and a Reference Gar-

den for the American Conifer Society. 

One of the Master gardeners was particularly fond of conifers and instrumental in helping us become a part of the 

ACS Reference Garden Program. We were also awarded a grant to add new signage for the collection. We currently 

have 36 different conifers in our garden and continue to add more. We feel that this program, as well as others we are 

fortunate to be a part of, help bring new and different visitors to the garden. 
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Conifers are a vast and diverse group of plants in many 

shapes and sizes. Miniature conifers grow less than an 

inch a year. They are one of the most sought after groups 

of conifers on the market today. Dwarf conifers grow 2 to 

4 inches a year. These slow growing conifers come in a 

variety of colors and shapes that can accent any patio or 

porch. Conifers in containers give stability to the contain-

er with year round interest, but they also make great 

plants for fairy gardens because of the size and how slow 

they grow. They are great for children also because they 

are plants they can relate to in size.  

We received a grant from the American Conifer Society 

to add conifers to our Children’s Garden. Seeing these 

small trees in our landscape next to the conifer reference 

garden creates excitement and interest among all 

who see them. Children can compare the dwarf coni-

fers with the larger specimen in the reference gar-

den.  

   The Children’s Garden Grand Opening was a huge 

success and the garden has continued to be very 

popular. The opening month brought an extra 3,000 

visitors to our garden and has continued to increase 

our visitor numbers. The new Confer Garden has 

been viewed and experienced by many so far and 

will be a great teaching tool in the future. Thank you 

for your support of our garden and hopefully you can 

come visit soon. We are continuing to expand coni-

fers all over our garden and in the new conifer Chil-

dren’s Garden.  

Southeast Region Reference Garden Grant Report 
State Botanical Garden of Georgia 

by Shelly M. Prescott, Director of Horticulture 
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When you go to the Southeast Region Reference Garden Map via the link provided above, clicking on the name of a 
reference garden in the list on the left zooms the map to that garden’s location and provides information on the gar-
den you clicked. Click on a star to identify gardens in locations you may want to visit. Depending upon what’s available, 
you will see any or all of the following: the physical address, phone number, web site, photos, and a link to click if you 
need directions. Our Reference Gardens are a treasure! Visit soon! 

Gardens of the Big Bend, Quincy, FL  
 
Atlanta Botanical Garden, Atlanta, GA  
Armstrong State University Arboretum Conifer Garden, 

Savannah, GA 
Lockerly Arboretum, Milledgeville, GA 
Smith-Gilbert Gardens, Kennesaw, GA 
The State Botanical Garden of Georgia, Athens, GA 
 
Baker Arboretum, Bowling Green, KY 
 
JC Raulston Arboretum, Raleigh, NC 
 
Brookgreen Gardens, Murrells Inlet, SC 
Hatcher Garden-Woodland Preserve, Spartanburg, SC 
Historic Columbia, Columbia, SC 
Moore Farms Botanical Garden, Lake City, SC 

East TN State University Arboretum, Johnson City, TN 
Memphis Botanic Garden, Memphis, TN 
University of Tennessee Gardens, Knoxville, TN 
Plateau Discovery Gardens, UT Gardens, Crossville, TN 
West Tennessee Research and Education Center 

Gardens, Univ. of TN Jackson, Jackson, TN 
 
Al Gardner Memorial Conifer Garden,  Reynolds 

Community College, Goochland, VA 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, Richmond, VA 
Norfolk Botanical Garden, Norfolk, VA 
State Arboretum of Virginia, Boyce, VA 
 
Map of all SE Region reference gardens, with complete 
addresses:   
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-
gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing 

ACS SOUTHEAST REGION CONIFER REFERENCE GARDENS 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
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Show Your Conifer Love! 
Order Now for Yourself and Your Conifer Loving Friends! 
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  After having decided that a brutal July would never end, I 
suddenly find myself in September! August was generous and 
much more gentle with those of us in NC than July was. May-
be my water bill will drift down from the stratosphere, thanks 
to  August’s evening thunderstorms and occasional showers.  
   Today, Dorian has brought rain, but not too much, and only 
light winds to Cary/Raleigh. My heart goes out to those peo-
ple in the Bahamas and on the US coast, devastated by a 
storm that brings me only showers. It’s hard to understand, 

isn’t it—how fortunate some of us are, while others face such horrors. 
   Natural disasters aren’t limited to weather and fire, either. All of us have 
friends and loved ones who have faced tragedy, even if we’ve been lucky 
enough to escape them, ourselves. I don’t know whether I can ever make sense 
of suffering, but I do know that there is some insight to be found in a garden. As 
we work in the dirt, life, death, and rebirth are all presented to us with no words 
and no explanation, but nevertheless, we learn that we can make a difference in 
how it all plays out, sometimes, if we’re willing to do the work. That’s true, well 
beyond the garden. Carry on, and keep making the world a better place.  

Sandy Horn 

Submit questions, comments, articles, photos, or suggestions for the next newsletter to  

Leanne Kenealy (lmkeneal@ncsu.edu), Bradley Roberts (brobertsacsse@gmail.com),  

or Sandy Horn (littletrees@earthlink.net) 

Remember! Deadline for the SDecember15th newsletter is November 15th! 

Newsletter Wrap-up 

Sandy 

Share Your Tips in Our New 
Column, “In the Garden” 

 

Share your garden tips and tricks, 
favorite tools or design ideas, suc-
cesses and failures. Tell your fellow 
ACS members how you made a path, 
built a new planting bed, dug up a 
stump, dealt with weeds, defeated a 
fungus or a critter (2-, 4-, 6-, or 8-
legged!). How do you fertilize, make 
compost, or improve your soil? Do 
you have a strategy for moving big 
rocks, digging up stumps, clearing 
draining the swamp? What is the 
best way to help a new planting suc-
ceed? 

Send your helpful thoughts to us, 
along with a picture or two, and be 
our next “In the Garden” author. We 
look forward to hearing from you! 

President: Jeff Harvey 
Owner, Dirt Dawg Nursery 
Jeff@dirtdawgnursery.com 
 
Vice President:  
Wayne Galloway 
wgalloway03@yahoo.com 
 
Regional Director, ACS Board, Web 
and Newsletter Editor:  
Sandy Horn   
littletrees@earthlink.net 
 
Secretary: Jennifer Harvey   
Owner, Dirt Dawg Nursery 
jrosethorn@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer and Facebook Group 
Administrator: 
Robin Tower 
goldnpaws@gmail.com 

Reference Gardens Chairpersons: 
Amelia Lane and Beth Jimenez 
amelia.lane@gmail.com 
beth6744@bellsouth.net 
 
Newsletter Team: 
Leanne Kenealy 
Plant Breeding & Nursery 
Technician 
JC Raulston Arboretum 
lmkeneal@ncsu.edu 
 
Bradley Roberts 
Moore Farms Botanical Garden 
brobertsacsse@gmail.com 
 
 

Southeast Region Officers and Staff 
Hydrangea paniculata ‘Rehny’ 

Vanilla Strawberry™, among 
the conifers at Arborcrest 

Photo by Tom Cox 

mailto:wgalloway03@yahoo.com

