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From the Southeast Region President 

   As I write this, it has been a very mild and wet winter. It has been so wet it has been very difficult 
to work out in the yard without leaving deep tracks. So much for getting ahead of the cleanup and 
mulching. We had a hard freeze in late October and a lot of plants, including many conifers, did not 
like that. Everything should bounce back okay (I hope, fingers crossed), and I’m really looking 
forward to the new growth. 
   We had several conifer related activities so far this year. Sandy gave a great lecture on miniature 
conifers for the DC area rock garden society. The winter national board meeting was in Nashville 

which went very well. Several people were able to make it out to our house and wade through the wet spots, while they 
were in town for the meeting. I was able to give a lecture to the Region 10 Daylily Society about an overview of conifers. 
Sandy’s and my crowd were very excited to see the great variety of conifers that are available. Hopefully, we will see a 
few new members, as a result. Bruce Appeldoorn and Leanne Kenealy gave grafting workshops this spring, as well. You 
can read about Bruce’s workshop in this newsletter, and Leanne will write about grafting bald cypress and dawn 
redwoods for the next newsletter. 

We have canceled our rendezvous in Columbia on March 21, because of covid-19. We hope the worst will be past, 
soon. Please stay safe, in the meantime. We still plan to hold our next rendezvous/meeting Arborcrest garden in Boone, 
NC, on August 8th. More details will be provided in the June newsletter, but save the date and plan to join us, now. 
Arborcrest is a garden you do not want to miss. Anyone near Boone who would like to have an open garden either 
Friday, August 7, or Sunday, August 9, please let me know, and we will include all the information in the summer 
newsletter. 

Finally, we will be holding elections for Vice President and Regional Director in April. Sandy Horn is running for her first 
full term as Regional Director, and Leanne Kenealy is running for Vice President. If you would like to nominate someone 
for either position, please contact me at jeff@dirtdawgnursery.com by March 25. 
Everyone will receive an email with voting instructions in early April. 

S. Horn 

Jeff Harvey, President 
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Around the Southeast Region 
Conifer Outreach! 

How Our Reference Gardens Spread the Love of Conifers Across the Southeast Region 
By Sandy Horn 

 

Beth Jimenez and Amelia Lane, our Reference Garden Chairwomen, recently provided the SER Leadership Team with 

a compilation of reports they had received from our Reference Gardens about programs and projects they had under-

taken in the past year. It was so impressive that I thought I would share the information with all of you, so you could 

see how important the Reference Garden program is for preserving, promoting, and educating the public about the 

trees we love. 

Beth and Amelia are the Gold Standard, when it comes to heading up this vitally important program. When I attended 

the ACS Winter Board meeting in Nashville this February. I met Debbie Merriam, the new chairperson of the ACS Na-

tional Reference Garden Committee. When I mentioned the way our RG chairs monitored and communicated with our 

gardens, she and the other regional board members were all excited to know more! As you are probably aware, the 

SER has many more Reference Gardens than any other region. This article explores the many reasons why we should be 

proud of what our Reference 

Garden Program is accomplish-

ing, across the Southeast Re-

gion. 

 

University of Tennessee, 

Knoxville’s education depart-

ment held its annual wreath 

workshop where participants 

made a wreath and learned 

about conifers. Its horticultural 

therapy programs also utilized 

conifers in a variety of ways, 

including note cards and draw-

ings utilizing conifers. School 

groups throughout the year 

were taught about conifers dur-

ing tours, and a large variety of specialty conifers were featured at both spring and fall plant sales. UTK has also begun 

the process of mapping its collections using GIS technology, to be available online in mid-2020 for public access, in 

which its conifer collection will be a featured collection. UTK added 22 new conifers to its collection in 2019. 

At the University of Tennessee at Jackson, nine presentations included information on conifers, such as how they can 

be used to provide winter interest or as screen plantings. They added approximately 25 new conifers to their collection. 

(Continued on page 4) 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville        Courtesy of UTK 
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Norfolk Botanical Garden 

(VA) offered classes that 

incorporated conifers, such 

as “NBG Champion Trees”, 

which showcases VA State 

Champion conifers. NBG 

also highlights conifers in 

its Winter Interest classes. 

Carl Simmons lectured on 

the successes and challeng-

es of growing conifers at 

NBG at the ACS Southeast 

Region’s 2019 Annual 

Meeting in Virginia. 

   After being awarded the 

ACS Reference Garden 

Grant, Norfolk Botanical 

Garden is in the process of incorporating educational signage, classes, and will be adding several new species to its col-

lection. Norfolk Botanical Garden is currently creating the new educational, full-color, interpretative signs that focus on 

specific aspects of the conifer collection or that answer basic questions. The Garden’s programs will focus on ways to 

engage visitors with the gardens and landscape. The Garden’s conifer collection offers a wonderful opportunity to con-

nect visitors with a diverse family of plants that includes some of the best known trees and shrubs in the world. An ex-

tensive list of new conifer 

taxa will be added in 2020. 

Our only Florida Reference 

Garden, Gardens of the Big 

Bend, discussed conifers dur-

ing tours for a number of 

schools and Master Gardener 

groups. Eleven conifers were 

added to the gardens in 2019, 

including Cephalotaxus har-

ringtonii ‘Korean Gold’, Juni-

perus virginiana ‘Ascension’, 

Pinus hwangshanensis, Podo-

carpus macrophyllus 

‘Variegata’, Podocarpus mac-

rophyllus ‘Miu’ Roman Can-

dle™, Podocarpus macrophyl-

lus ‘Pringle’s Dwarf’, Podocar-

pus macrophyllus ‘Sunshine 

Spire’, Taiwania cryptomeri-

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Norfolk Botanical Garden—Norfolk—Tourism Media 

The State Arboretum of Virginia’s ginkgo grove     Photo by Tim Farmer 
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oides, Taxodium mucronatum ‘Oaxaca Child’, Taxus 

chinensis, and Thujopsis dolabrata ‘Jurassic Park’. 

   The State Arboretum of Virginia held a Ginkgo Ex-

travaganza in November as part of the University of Vir-

ginia's Lifelong Learning Program. 45 people partici-

panted in a half-day program including two formal gink-

go presentations and a tour of the Arboretum's 332 tree 

ginkgo grove. Throughout the year, walking tours of the 

arboretum take place that all feature conifers to some 

extent. Two new conifers were added to the collection. 

As part of an ongoing project to locate and map arbore-

tum specimens, The State Arboretum of Virginia took 

GPS locations for 96 conifers that had not been previ-

ously part of its public mapping database. With this ad-

dition, the conifer (including ginkgo) collection now in-

cludes 1562 specimens that can be located using the on 

line map. 

   After staff received training in taking standardized 

canopy measurements, The State Arboretum of Virginia 

began a process this year of checking its specimens 

against the Virginia state record database. It now has 

four conifer specimens listed as state champions: Sci-

adopitys verticillata, Pinus pungens, Pinus wallichiana, 

and Cupressus arizonica. The 

arboretum is checking for oth-

ers. 

East Tennessee State Uni-

versity Arboretum conducted 

tours of its Dwarf Conifer Gar-

den and published two articles 

on its conifers and conifer gar-

dens. It also added 84 conifers.  

JC Raulston Arboretum (NC) 

featured conifers in its month-

ly Plantsman’s tours, as well as 

other programs like Caring for 

Your Landscape Month by 

Month and propagation work-

shops. It added 14 conifer taxa 

including wild collected seed 

from the very rare Pseudotax-

us chienii. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Conifers in the JCRA Japanese Garden                 Photo by S. Horn 

Atlanta Botanical Garden                Photo by Irena Rieppi 
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Atlanta Botanical Garden (GA) hosted the ACS Na-

tional Winter Board Meeting and an ACS Rendezvous in 

February with presentations on favorite conifers and on 

conifer seed collecting trips to the Far East. ABG pro-

duced an article highlighting Pinus krempfii, a threat-

ened species that ACS co-sponsored to bring into pro-

tection in the US, and worked with Torreya State Park in 

Florida to replant and regain genetic diversity after Hur-

ricane Michael in October 2018. It also held a Lunch and 

Learn program talk on The Magic World of Conifers and 

hosted a tree pruning class with a section on conifers. 

ABG added over 250 unique accessions to its conifer 

collection and rebermed a section of the Reference Gar-

den to correct soil conditions. In addition to adding 

known rootstock information to the conifer signage, it 

installed a signage program teaching about conifers and 

a “conifer stories” signage series. Three hypertufa 

troughs were added, to display miniature conifer speci-

mens. 

Smith-Gilbert Garden offered a tour for its volun-

teers and the Cobb County, GA Master Gardeners and 

added dwarf conifers to its Crevice Garden. 

Reynolds Community College Al Gardener Memorial 

Conifer Garden was included in educational programs 

and garden tours for students and Master Gardeners, 

and its April Spring Garden Fest drew 600 to 700 visi-

tors! Signage has been updated and upgraded with Plantsmap. 

Brookgreen Garden (SC) added 19 new conifers to its collection. 

The Southeast Region’s Reference Gardens are growing and prospering, thanks to their own dedication to the nurtur-

ing of conifers in the South and to the support of our membership through the grants that are awarded from funds 

raised locally in our plant 

auctions and from grants 

awarded through the 

American Conifer Society’s 

national grant program. 

The result of the combined 

efforts of the ACS and our 

Reference Garden partners 

is a network of beautiful 

places to visit and im-

portant centers of research 

that benefit all of us and 

interest more and more 

people in conifers. Visit a 

conifer Reference Garden, 

soon! 

(Continued from page 4) 

Reynolds Community Gollege Al Gardener Memorial Conifer 

Garden 

Brookgreen Garden 
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When you go to the Southeast Region Reference Garden Map via the link provided above, clicking on the name of a 
reference garden in the list on the left zooms the map to that garden’s location and provides information on the gar-
den you clicked. Click on a star to identify gardens in locations you may want to visit. Depending upon what’s available, 
you will see any or all of the following: the physical address, phone number, web site, photos, and a link to click if you 
need directions. Our Reference Gardens are a treasure! Visit soon! 

Gardens of the Big Bend, Quincy, FL  
 
Atlanta Botanical Garden, Atlanta, GA  
Armstrong State University Arboretum Conifer Garden, 

Savannah, GA 
Lockerly Arboretum, Milledgeville, GA 
Smith-Gilbert Gardens, Kennesaw, GA 
The State Botanical Garden of Georgia, Athens, GA 
 
Baker Arboretum, Bowling Green, KY 
 
JC Raulston Arboretum, Raleigh, NC 
 
Brookgreen Gardens, Murrells Inlet, SC 
Hatcher Garden-Woodland Preserve, Spartanburg, SC 
Historic Columbia, Columbia, SC 
Moore Farms Botanical Garden, Lake City, SC 

East TN State University Arboretum, Johnson City, TN 
Memphis Botanic Garden, Memphis, TN 
University of Tennessee Gardens, Knoxville, TN 
Plateau Discovery Gardens, UT Gardens, Crossville, TN 
West Tennessee Research and Education Center 

Gardens, Univ. of TN Jackson, Jackson, TN 
 
Al Gardner Memorial Conifer Garden,  Reynolds 

Community College, Goochland, VA 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, Richmond, VA 
Norfolk Botanical Garden, Norfolk, VA 
State Arboretum of Virginia, Boyce, VA 
 
Map of all SE Region reference gardens, with complete 
addresses:   
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-
gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing 

ACS SOUTHEAST REGION CONIFER REFERENCE GARDENS 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
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  Growing Your Own! 
Bruce Appeldoorn Treats the SER to a Grafting Workshop 

Text and Photos by Sandy Horn 

On February 9th, I and eleven other lucky conifer enthusiasts were privileged to take part in a grafting workshop host-

ed by Bruce Appeldoorn, at his nursery in Bostic, NC. It was a cool, sunny day, and many of us had shown up early to 

peruse Bruce’s wonderful assortment of rare conifers and perhaps to buy a few for the spring planting season in our 

own gardens. Two birds with one stone, right? 

   Bruce has, for many years, been a primary source for rare 

conifers propagated in the South. Instead of importing from 

the big, West Coast nurseries, Bruce grafts his own, so he is 

uniquely qualified to teach the skills he has practiced for dec-

ades. He is also willing to speak realistically about the likeli-

hood of success when grafting different conifers. That’s espe-

cially important to novice grafters like us, since if Bruce has 

limited success grafting spruces, then we have little to no 

chance of creating a viable grafted Picea pungens, for instance. 

Better to begin with pines and ginkgo, which is what we did. 

   The workshop began with a tour of the rootstock plants 

Bruce would be using for this year’s grafts and an explanation 

of the process for preparing the rootstock, in advance of graft-

ing season. For future reference, we were given a detailed 

worksheet that listed the best rootstock for each of the most 

common conifers, assuming that the resulting plants would be 

grown here in the South. Rootstock for grafts to be grown in 

the Northeast or North-

west might be very differ-

ent, since the purpose of 

grafting conifers on root-

stock of a different species is to improve the resulting plant’s ability to deal with 

climatic conditions that differ from those in the tree’s home range. We don’t see 

many jack pines growing wild in the Carolinas, for instance, since they prefer the 

cooler, drier climate of Canada, but it’s possible to grow them in our gardens in 

the Southeast, if they’ve been grafted onto the appropriate rootstock, since the 

under stock impacts the plant metabolically while maintaining the physical ap-

pearance of the scion (the grafted portion). [Note: This explanation, as well as 

much of the information presented in this article are closely adapted from the ex-

cellent handout that accompanied the workshop.] 

Next, Bruce introduced us to several different mature specimens in his garden 

and taught us what to look for when collecting scion wood for grafts. After ad-

dressing all our questions, he supervised as we cut our scions and headed for the 

workbenches. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Chad Lawson (back) and Laurin Smith (front) join Bruce to 
observe different understock seedlings to be used for grafting. 

Bruce displays newly cut scion. 
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   We watched with avid attention as Bruce demonstrated 

how to graft using a modified wedge graft.. The scion is 

prepared first by carefully removing the leaves from the 

lower part of the stem and then placing it flat on a hard 

cutting surface so that the buds face upward. Make a shal-

low, smooth cut, 1” – 2” long, at the base of the stem. A 

similar cut the same length and width as the first cut is 

then made on the opposite side. After flipping the scion to 

the first side, the final cut creates an angled point on the 

scion by slicing obliquely, all the way through the base. 

   The lower 4” – 6” of the rootstock is then carefully 

cleaned of leaves, buds, and debris. The graft should be 

made along a flat section of the under stock that is similar 

in diameter to the scion that will be grafted to it. Make a 

shallow cut through the rind of the rootstock, the same 

length as the cuts on the scion, exposing the cambium 

layer and leaving the flap attached. The scion is inserted 

between the flap and the rootstock’s stem, matching the 

cambium layers of one to the other. The graft is secured 

by wrapping with a grafting rubber and coating with 

grafting wax. Then, it’s all a matter of keeping the grafts 

from drying out while the scion knits to the rootstock. 

This crucial part of the process takes about three 

months. At the end of the workshop, we all went home 

with four trees we had grafted, ourselves. 

   I have left out more than I have 

actually told you, here. There is so 

much about technique; the neces-

sity for sanitation (which I haven’t 

even mentioned!); the growth, se-

lection, and sourcing of rootstock; 

and many other aspects of this sur-

gical procedure that were covered 

in the afternoon we spent with a 

master. We all got to learn, not just 

from what Bruce taught and 

demonstrated, but, at least as im-

portantly, from the opportunity for 

hands-on, supervised practice, 

from a patient and gifted teacher. 

  Many thanks to Bruce Appeldoorn 

for offering this opportunity to 

members of the Southeast Region. 

(Continued from page 7) 

The knife is positioned to make a smooth, shallow cut in the scion. 

Wrapping the grafting rubber around the newly-made graft. 

Bruce shows Chad Lawson another type of graft that is often used with Ginkgo. 
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   As I began to contemplate writing this article, I struggled to 
find an appropriate title. In our parlance, the term “Conifer 
Treasure” is normally assumed to mean a valued plant, but in 
this context, I am using it to refer to an even greater treasure—
that of a 101-year-young long-time member of the American 
Conifer Society. I believe I am correct in stating that she is the 
only member in the history of our society to reach the century 
mark. 
   Approximately 12 years ago, I was contacted by a lady named 
Mrs. Eleanor Frye who resides in nearby Lookout Mountain, 
Tennessee. The purpose of her call was to offer me her Wol-
lemia nobilis (Wollemi pine), which she had acquired from Na-
tional Geographic during their initial distribution of this rare co-
nifer. At that time, a one-gallon tree was selling for over $100. 
She said that she was not getting any younger and feared that 
her successors would not properly care for it. Wollemia nobilis 

had only recently been discovered in a remote canyon 
near Sydney, Australia. I immediately said yes, and soon 
after, Evelyn and I made the drive to her home.  

  Upon arrival, we were greeted by a most gracious 
lady who welcomed us in. After a southern hospitality 
lunch, we were shown the Wollemi. It was at least 6' tall 
and in pristine condition. It had spent its winters inside, 
protected from the cold. After dessert on her patio, we 
were invited to tour her immaculately tended conifer 
garden. Situated on a hillside with numerous serpentine 
paths, her garden would hold its own among any similar
-sized gardens that I have ever seen, anywhere. This is a 
connoisseur garden, filled with top tier conifers. Upon 
my recommendation, her garden would later be fea-
tured in an ACS Southeastern Region meeting. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Conifer Treasure - A Tribute to Mrs. Eleanor Frye 
By Tom Cox 

Mrs. Eleanor Frye  Photo by Tom Cox 

A pair of beautifully pruned hemlocks grace this stone staircase 

In Mrs. Fyre’s garden.            Photo by Rona Simmons 
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Over the years, we remained in touch and periodi-
cally visited. In time, a true friendship developed. 
One day, friends of ours, Rona Simmons and Harry 
Bethea, were visiting us, and I mentioned Eleanor. 
By this time, she was almost 100. Rona is an accom-
plished author and had started writing a book on 
WWII veterans who served in support roles during 
the war. Knowing that Eleanor had served during 
that time, I suggested they meet. Not only did they 
meet, Eleanor is featured in Rona's book, The Other 
Veterans of World War II: Stories from Behind the 
Front Lines, published by Kent State University 
Press. 

Eleanor is now 101 and is still going strong. Her 
recall of plants in her garden is remarkable, with 
one of her favorites being Picea abies 'Dandylion', a 
gift from former ACS president Bob Fincham. This 
selection is an intraspecific cross between Picea 
abies 'Acrocona' x 'Gold Drift'. Among my favorites 
in Eleanor’s garden are an approximately 90' 
Metasequoia glyptostroboides that she planted in 
1966 and a perfect specimen of Sciadopitys verticil-
lata 'Yellow Dream' that is around 12'. It is signifi-
cant to observe that there were not that many 
Dawn Redwoods in gardens at that time. In fact, I 
wonder if any ACS member had one in their garden 
back then. 

   Eleanor was married to a prominent orthopedic surgeon and 
started gardening around 1966. Her first efforts were in the field 
of hybridizing daylilies – an endeavor she mentioned was a lot of 
work. In 2006, she discovered conifers and there was no turning 
back. Attesting to her keen sense of humor, when I recently 
asked her the year she started her garden, she quipped, "Let me 
go downstairs and get my old checkbooks--you can't start a gar-
den without a checkbook."  
   Aside from her longevity and passion for conifers, Eleanor has 
an interesting life history. She was born in 1918 in Griffin, Geor-
gia (same hometown as the famous gunfighter, Doc Holiday). She 
graduated from the University of Georgia in 1939. It is significant 
to mention that at that time the percentage of females with col-
lege degrees was 3.8%. In 1942 she enlisted as one of the Navy's 
first class of WAVES (Women Accepted for Voluntary Emergency 
Services). After her training at Smith College in Massachusetts 
she earned her commission as a Lieutenant. She then served in 
Charleston, SC and New Orleans, LA where she helped assign 
ships to convoys for supply transport to Europe during the war.  
As you read some of the accomplishments of this remarkable 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

A young Sciadopitys verticillata 

in Mrs. Fyre’s garden. 

Photo by Rona Simmons 

Photo by Rona Simmons 
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  lady, perhaps you understand why I consider her a treas-
ure. She is still collecting conifers. In fact, nothing likely 
excites her more than to receive a new conifer. Eleanor 
will be 102 on July 30th. If you want to reach out to her, 
you can contact her at conifer.frye@gmail.com. For 
those wishing to send a card, her address is 3 West Bar-
tram Rd., Lookout Mtn., TN 37350. 

Recently a group of volunteers from my home state of 
Georgia drove to her home for the purpose of garden 
clean-up. This would mostly entail pruning and general 
maintenance. I was unable to traverse her hillsides, so 
she and I had a time to catch up and to explore details I 
hadn’t known about her life well lived. 

I have always had a reverence for old gardens and the 
stories behind those who started them. It is even more 
meaningful if I get to meet the original owner. In connec-
tion with the recent ACS Southeast Region Annual 
Meeting, we visited the historic garden of Pamela Harper 
in the Tidewater area of Virginia. I remember the feeling 
of history as we walked with her through her plantings – 
seemingly, each plant had a story. That same sense of 
reverence is always experienced whenever we visit Elea-
nor Frye, a most special lady who started a most special 
garden. It is an honor to share her story with you. 

About the Author 

 

   Tom Cox is past president 

of the American Conifer 

Society and the founder and 

owner of Cox Arboretum 

and Gardens in Canton, 

Georgia, where he focuses 

on evaluating, selecting, and 

displaying plants from 

around the world that are 

hardy in USDA Zone 7b. He 

is also concerned with 

preserving critically endangered plants.  

   Tom is co-author, with John M. Ruter, of the 

authoritative and extremely helpful book, Landscaping 

with Conifers and Ginkgo for the Southeast, the first ever 

book on conifers for the South. He and his wife, Evelyn, 

travel the world to see conifers in their native habitats.  

In the Garden 
My Favorite Ladder—The Hasegawa Tripod Ladder 

By Sandy Horn 

Over the years, I’ve collected a fair number of ladders, most of which I 
wouldn’t consider using in the garden anymore, especially without some-
one nearby to steady it. But a little over a year ago, I saw my first Hasega-
wa tripod ladder at the Unique Plant, and I knew I had to have one, since 
there’s often just me, when something needs pruning. 

The ladder in this picture is an 8’ version with a platform, one step 
above where I’m standing, and a hand bar, so it’s actually more than 8’ in 
height. The base of the ladder is very wide—so wide that it’s almost im-
possible to tip it, even if you try. The tripod leg is adjustable in length as 
well as distance, so you can adjust the ladder’s angle and adapt it to work 
on slopes. All of these features, and the fact that it’s a tripod, make it 
much, much steadier than a conventional step ladder. Also, the version 
you see here weighs only 24 lbs., making it easy to move from place to 
place, and finally, it can be positioned right up IN the tree you’re trying to 
prune. That’s why this type of ladder is used in orchards. 

There are several different companies that make tripod/orchard lad-
ders, and none of them are cheap. This Hasegawa ladder certainly isn’t, 
but it’s a tool that will last a lifetime. The welds are gorgeous and the alu-
minum construction is bullet proof. I store mine under my screened porch 
(though light, it’s large), so if you think you might want one, you’ll need to 
think about where it’ll live when you’re not using it. BTW, it’s easy to 
transport, so you can loan it to friends! Just be forewarned. They may not 
want to give it back!  ;) 

mailto:conifer.frye@gmail.com
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   A couple of weeks ago, I had visitors to my garden, and I think I 
spent half the time aplogizing. Like many gardens, mine’s at its least 
attractive in February, and having visitors at that time of year is dis-
heartening, moreso because I know how beautiful my garden will be, 
only a few weeks later. I am afraid that newcomers might not realize 
how drastically gardens change, once they notice it’s spring. 
   A week ago, I looked out my back window to see that my Abbey’s 
Re-View rhody was blooming, adding its charm to the paperbushes 
and star magnolias and to  the clusters of Brazen Hussy lesser cela-

dine. One early-blooming epimedium has blossoms, and I would swear that even coni-
fers that aren’t budding yet are brighter and lusher than they were the last time I 
looked. My Moseri Austrian pine is stunning, and the Japanese maples are beginning to 
leaf out with spectacular spring color. It’s really happening! We’ve laid the burden of 
winter aside, and my garden is dancing in the sun and the showers. I think I’ll join in. 
   There are many things abroad in the world that are not as beautiful—that are even 
pretty scary and that we can do little to change. We can only do the best we can. For 
me, nurturing my plants and working in the dirt relieves the exhausting and pointless 
focus on the latest headline. I have better things to do than worry. Yesterday, I took 
about ten feet off the top of a bald cypress that was beginning to shade my solar panels. 
That will make a difference for the better that worrying never will. May you, too, find 
solace and peace in doing what you can do to make the world a better place. We’re 
more powerful than we know. 

Sandy Horn 

Submit questions, comments, articles, photos, or suggestions for the 

next newsletter to  

Leanne Kenealy (lmkeneal@ncsu.edu) 

or Sandy Horn (littletrees@earthlink.net) 

Remember! Deadline for the June 15th newsletter is May 15th! 

Newsletter Wrap-up 

Sandy 

Share Your Tips ! 

In the Garden 
 

Share your garden tips and 
tricks, favorite tools or design 
ideas, successes and failures. 
Tell your fellow ACS members 
how you made a path, built a 
new planting bed, dug up a 
stump, dealt with weeds, de-
feated a fungus or a critter (2-, 
4-, 6-, or 8-legged!). How do 
you fertilize, make compost, or 
improve your soil? Do you have 
a strategy for moving big rocks, 
digging up stumps, clearing 
draining the swamp? What is 
the best way to help a new 
planting succeed? 

Send your helpful thoughts to 
us, along with a picture or two, 
and be our next “In the Gar-
den” author. We look forward 
to hearing from you! 

President: Jeff Harvey 
Owner, Dirt Dawg Nursery 
Jeff@dirtdawgnursery.com 
 
Vice President:  
Wayne Galloway 
wgalloway03@yahoo.com 
 
Regional Director, ACS Board, Web 
and Newsletter Editor:  
Sandy Horn   
littletrees@earthlink.net 
 
Secretary: Jennifer Harvey   
Owner, Dirt Dawg Nursery 
jrosethorn@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer and Facebook Group 
Administrator: 
Robin Tower 
goldnpaws@gmail.com 
 
Reference Gardens Chairpersons: 
Amelia Lane and Beth Jimenez 
amelia.lane@gmail.com 
beth6744@bellsouth.net 
 
Newsletter Co-Editor: 
Leanne Kenealy 
Plant Breeding & Nursery Technician 
JC Raulston Arboretum 
lmkeneal@ncsu.edu 
 

Southeast Region Officers and Staff 

You can order bulbs from Brent 

and Becky’s and support the 

Southeast Region at the same 

time, so why not take advantage 

of this opportunity to surprise 

your friends with bulbs for Christ-

mas? It’s easy to do, and they’ll 

be so glad you did! Instead of go-

ing directly to the Brent and 

Becky’s website, go to Bloom-

inBucks.com and select American 

Conifer Society Southeast Region 

from the dropdown menu. You 

will then be taken to the Brent 

and Becky’s website, and 25% of 

anything you spend there will go 

to the Southeast Region! You 

don’t pay anything extra for your 

bulbs, but your purchases will 

support the Southeast Region.  

Happy Spring Planting! 

mailto:wgalloway03@yahoo.com

