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From the Southeast Region President 
   Your Board attended the Winter National Board Meeting and Rendezvous held 
at the Atlanta Botanical Gardens last week. It was a productive meeting covering 
a long list of topics, and the Rendezvous was exceptional, albeit with somewhat 
brisk weather. If you have not visited ABG, I highly recommend it. There is a huge 
selection and diversity of plants, the architecture is exciting, and most 
importantly, the staff was terrific in their knowledge, friendliness, and hospitality. 
   We have initiated our nomination and election process for President, Treasurer, 
and Secretary, which are the offices up for election this year, on our staggered 
two year cycle. I will continue as acting President until the new officers are 
installed in June. I personally did not run for President, although this has been a 
rewarding experience due in great part to the cooperation of our SER Board 
members, our Reference Garden Committee, and National Board members. 
Bradley Roberts, our past SER President, has graciously agreed to lead the 
election process per the procedure detailed in our By-Laws. The first step, 
nominations, is now closed. The nominees are President - Jeff Harvey; Secretary - 
Jennifer Harvey; and Treasurer - Robin Tower. Please see the article on page 3, 

which profiles the candidates and details the election process. 
We can start to believe Spring is around the corner!  

S. Horn 

Wayne Galloway, President 
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Around the Southeast Region 

Let’s Talk About Grants 
A Message from Reference Garden Chairs, Beth Jimenez and Amelia Lane 

Make Friends and Share Ideas with Other  
Coneheads!  

by Robin Tower, Facebook Group Administrator 
 
The ACS Southeast Region’s Facebook Group is really 

taking off! It’s already expanded to 84 members, and 
you can be next! Just go to https://
www.facebook.com/groups/351809468684900/ and 
click JOIN! Anyone can join, and anyone can post. If 
you have any questions about how to join or post to 
the group, email me at goldnpaws@gmail.com).  

People who have posted questions are getting quick 
responses and good advice. Pictures of conifers and 
conifers in combinations with other plants are an inspi-
ration to all of us! There are already a lot of good con-
versations going. 

We are especially excited to use this site as a support 
group, so: Are you having a problem with a particular 
conifer? Pest, disease, unexplained illness? Post a 
question! Share the good and get help with the bad in 
the American Conifer Society Southeast Group!  

Email Robin at: goldnpaws@gmail.com  

Every year the ACS SE Region sets aside a certain amount of money to be awarded to our eligible Reference Gardens 
which can be used for expanding the current conifer collections, enhancing the conifer programs through more de-
scriptive signage and/or educational interpretive materials or educational programs. 

In order to be eligible, the garden and sponsors must be current in the ACS membership. 
Your garden representative must have completed the prior year’s Annual Summary and submitted it by the date 

specified, and the sponsors must show they have visited the garden in that same year. 
All projects must be completed within a 12 month period. 
The project to be funded should be part of a plan larger than the amount of the grant and an explanation of other 

funding sources necessary to complete the project must be submitted in the request for funds. 
   At the conclusion of the project a short report, along with photographs, 
must be sent to the ACS Committee members and the Editor of the SE Re-
gion newsletter. Gardens may apply again after three years have passed. 
   In the last nine years, 27 grants exceeding $40,000 have been awarded to 
Reference Gardens in the SE Region and just last year we awarded $10,000 
of that total to six of our gardens. 
   We appreciate your willingness to participate in the RG program and the 
work and dedication it takes to keep your garden current and up to par. It is 
our pleasure to award funds to help you meet your goals.  
   Beth Jimenez and Amelia Lane 

Norfolk Botanical Garden Receives 
2019 ACS-SER Reference Garden Grant! 

 
Beth Jimenez and Amelia Lane, SE Region Reference 

Garden Co-Chairs, are happy to report that the 2019 
ACS SE Region Reference Garden Grant in the amount 
of $3000 has been awarded to the Norfolk Botanical 
Garden. 

Norfolk Botanical Garden is currently developing 
new educational programming to highlight various 
signature collections on campus. This money will cover 
part of the cost of new signage showcasing the Conifer 
Garden and staffing to develop and implement 
educational programs and materials that highlight the 
Garden’s conifer collection.  

We look forward to reading about the project at the 
time NBG submits the final report along with photos in 
a future SE Region Newsletter. 

 

Congratulations to Norfolk Botanical Garden! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/351809468684900/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/351809468684900/
mailto:goldnpaws@gmail.com
mailto:goldnpaws@gmail.com
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Around the Southeast Region 

2019 Southeast Region Elections 
By Sandy Horn 

   This spring, the Southeast Region will elect a President, Secretary, and Treasurer. Our nominees are Jeff Harvey 
(President), Jennifer Harvey (Secretary), and Robin Tower (Treasurer). The term of office for each position is two years. 
In early April, you’ll receive an email from Ballotbin.com that will include a link to the voting site and a registration 
code you will need to enter to be able to vote. Members without email will receive a paper ballot. Your vote is entirely 
private. Only the final count will be visible to the regional leadership. You will be able to cast your vote April 5-15. 
   Even though we have only one nominee per office, we urge you to show your support by casting your vote of approv-
al for our candidates, who have generously agreed to take on the responsibilities of ensuring that the business of the 
Southeast Region is handled responsibly and that our region is well represented on the National Board.    

Meet the Candidates! 
Jeff Harvey—Candidate for President 

Jennifer and I served jointly as Secretary/
Treasurer for the Southeast Region for 5 
years. We chaired the Chattanooga and 
Waynesboro Regional Meetings, helped with 
the Bowling Green Regional, and chaired the 
2018 National Convention in Raleigh. I’ve 
served as the SER Executive Director for the 
past year. 

I am a total plant nerd, involved in the 
Rose, Daylily, and Iris societies, to name a 
few. There is hardly anything I have not tried 
to grow. I think conifers add such structure 
and grace to a garden.  
    I am looking forward to helping the region grow and, most im-
portantly, to making it fun for everyone. I would like to be able to offer 
activities throughout the year, in addition to our regional meetings.  

As one of the Southeast Region’s two representatives on the ACS 
National Board, I would like to see more transparency in the dealings of 
the society, with more focus on the membership and what you want 
from the society. I want to see people becoming more involved and 
excited about the organization. I will do my best to represent you well. 

Jennifer Harvey—Candidate for Secretary 
   Jennifer is the current secretary of the SE Region 
and is willing to take on the job again. She gardens on 
ten acres with her husband Jeff, just outside Nash-
ville, TN, on some of the worst rocky clay soil around. 
They planted the "north 40" two years ago in conifers 
and daffodils on raised berms. Well, not exactly all 
confers—a few ITO peonies, of course. Jennifer has a 
extensive daffodil collection that goes very well with 
conifers. She has been gardening since she was two, 
and there isn’t any plant she will not try and try again. 
Of all the plant clubs they are involved in, the conifer 
group is her favorite!  
 
Robin Tower—Candidate for Treasurer 
   Robin has been a member of ACS for nine years. She re-
tired from her own CPA practice four years ago, after being 
a CPA for 35 years. Until two years ago, she served as the 
tax accountant for ACS. She has worked with numerous 
non-profit organizations over the years as treasurer and 
also as an outside consultant. She is a rabid conifer collec-
tor, with approximately 250 cultivars in the ground at 
Windfield Farm outside Winston-Salem, NC. 

Meanwhile, Save the Dates! Southeast Regional Meeting  
Gloucester, VA, October 18 - 19, 2019 

Registration Coming Soon! 
Meeting Hotel: Hampton Inn, Gloucester 

Meeting Lectures and Auction: Brent and Becky’s Bulbs Nursery 
Tour Gardens: Pamela Harper’s Garden and Bill and Linda Pinkham’s Garden (articles in this newsletter!)  

A Fine Time Will Be Had by All! Looking forward to seeing you there! 
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  Around the Southeast Region 

And a Great Time Was Had by All! Rendezvous at Atlanta Botanical Garden 
By Sandy Horn 

Early in February, just when the wet, dreary, gloomy days were 
about to get to all of us, the Southeast Region lightened everyone’s 
mood with a wonderful rendezvous at the Atlanta Botanical Garden. 
Our leadership worked with Jim Smith, Irina Reippi, Martha Church 
and Lenny Oddo, and the ACS national leadership to pull off what was 
certainly the bright spot in each attendee’s winter. 

The rendezvous was held in conjunction with the ACS Winter Board 
Meeting, which took place on Saturday, February 9th. Several of our 
members took the opportunity to arrive early to attend an informal 
dinner on Friday evening with members of the Board and also to sit in 
on the Saturday Board Meeting. On the other hand, many attendees 
decided, instead, to wander the gardens, taking in the marvelous dis-
play of orchids in the conservatory, which was all decked out for the 
first day of ABG’s Orchid Daze event. (See a video of the orchid exhibit 
here: https://www.facebook.com/atlantabotanicalgarden/
videos/374264803357776/) There was plenty to marvel over, as we 
waited for Saturday’s big event, Martha Church and Lenny Oddo’s Open House and Garden! 

   Martha and Lenny’s party was spectacular! It was so 
generous of them to host more than thirty of us so 
very lavishly in their lovely home. Wonderful wines 
and other beverages accompanied an incredible array 
of finger foods, as people wandered the house and 
beautiful garden, conversing with other plant lovers. I 
was asked more than once by West Coast visitors 
about a beautiful shrub with witch hazel-like flowers 
that were pink! I guess they don’t run into lorope-
talums very often out west. Who knew? It was a reve-
lation to see a plant that we in the South take for 
granted, through fresh eyes.  
   By Sunday, about forty attendees had assembled at 
ABG to begin the day with two lectures. The first was 
given by Scott McMahan, ABG Manager of Internation-
al Plant Exploration, who spoke about a seed collecting 
expedition to Vietnam, partially funded by an ACS 
grant. Andrew Bunting, ABG’s new Vice President of 
Horticulture, then introduced us to the conifers that 
have become his favorites as he’s traveled the world, 
hunting rare specimens. 
   After the lectures, we were split into two groups so 
that we could better enjoy the tours that would com-
plete our rendezvous. David Ruland, Greenhouse Man-
ager for ABG, took us behind the scenes to see the ra-
re tropical conifers, some of which we’d heard about 
during the lectures we’d just enjoyed. His realm is a 
wonder world of diversity, and few are ever privileged 

(Continued on page 5) 

Podocarpus cones photographed by Jeff 
Harvey during the greenhouse tour at ABG. 

David Ruland discusses some of the conifers in his behind-
the-scenes tour of the ABG greenhouses. Photo by S. Horn 

https://www.facebook.com/atlantabotanicalgarden/videos/374264803357776/
https://www.facebook.com/atlantabotanicalgarden/videos/374264803357776/
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to visit it, much less with such a 
knowledgeable guide. David’s tour 
was followed (or preceded by, de-
pending upon which group you 
were in) a tour of the renovated 
Conifer Garden, which also has 
profited from an ACS grant, this 
one from the SER Reference Gar-
den program. It was led by Jim 
Smith and Irina Rieppi, who over-
see its care and development. 
Their enthusiasm and expertise 
are captivating, and their news 
about how the Conifer Garden is 
expanding and diversifying is truly 
exciting. (See their article on pages 
16-17 to learn all about it and to 
see how beautiful it already looks!) 

If you missed this rendezvous, 
don’t miss Atlanta Botanical Gar-
den, next time you’re anywhere close by. It’s a won-
derful experience, and the people who work there 
are dedicated to fostering the conservation of rare 
plants throughout the world, as well as to providing 
every visitor with a warm welcome and an aestheti-
cally stunning experience.  

(Continued from page 4) 
A beautiful array of conifers: Thuja occidentalis ‘Rogers Aurea Sport’, Abies 
cilicica, Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Habari’, Cedrus deodara ‘Gold Cascade’ (left to 
right).  
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Juniperus formosana at ABG 

Two of three camels in a caravan of larger-than-life botanical 
sculptures in Jim Smith’s Imaginary Worlds Exhibit join us in 
bidding a fond farewell to Atlanta Botanical Garden. 

Photo by J. Smith/I. Rieppi 
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I've lived in Seaford, Virginia since 1970. Before that I gardened in England 

for many years. would regularly visit the Royal Horticultural Society's shows 

in London, and a favorite stand there was that of Harvey Welch, who special-

ised in dwarf conifers. The first conifer I planted, in 1955, was Chamaecyparis  

obtusa ‘Crippsii’, which re-

mained a beautiful,  shapely,  

maintenance- free speci-

men for twenty years or 

more - long after left that garden. It remains a favorite, but 

it grows more vigorously and loosely in my Virginia garden, 

and the original specimen became unsightly when the interior 

browned out after about ten years. Chamaecyparis pisifera

‘Boulevard’, lovely for several years, eventually suffered the 

same fate The replacement ‘Crippsii’ gets a light pruning of 

new growth in Spring to keep it more compact. anchors

one end of my hot color bed in full sun, along with cannas, 

dahlias, and Lantana ‘ Star Landing’. 

 

   There wasn't much to begin with, fifty years ago. There were, 
and are, a lot of loblolly pines, and if I'd known then what I 
know now, I'd have had them all removed. They shed all year 
long - pollen, catkins, needles, cones, branches  - and make it 
impossible to maintain a tidy garden. Too late and too costly to 
have them removed now, and in places, the plants below, such 

(Continued on page 7) 

Pamela Harper’s Garden, in Her Own Words 
2019 Southeast Regional Meeting Tour Garden 

Oct. 18 and 19, 2019 - Gloucester, VA 
Photos by Tim Alderton, Courtesy of JC Raulston Arboretum 

Tulipa batalinii
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as Japanese azaleas, need the shade they provide.  I 
grow something of everything - trees, shrubs, bulbs, 
vines, groundcovers, and a dozen or so conifers.  Now 
that I am old, there is more emphasis on manageability, 
and short-lived or high maintenance plants are being 
replaced with such time-tested shrubs as camellias, 
azaleas, abelias and nandinas. 

 They are 
immense now and were long-since pruned up. They 
are seasonally messy trees but, unlike the loblolly pines, 
shed for only about two months of the year. I still mourn 
the loss of Cryptomeria  japonica ‘Elegans Nana’, de-
stroyed by a hurricane. 

 Then Alan Bush gave me a 
little Abies koreana ‘Horstmann’s Silberlocke’, grafted 
onto Abies firma, and after a good many years, this is still 
thriving and making a nice specimen. 

I   have always liked golden foliage and now that I am 
vision-impaired I see yellow more clearly than any other 
color except white. Picea orientalis ‘Skylands’ has done 
well and the little blue flowers of Clematis ‘Rooguchi’ 
wind prettily through its lower branches. Come see. PJH 

About the Author 
 
Pamela Harper has twice won awards from the 

Garden Writers Association of America and is the 

1991 recipient of the Horticultural Writing Award of 

the American Horticultural Society. Among her many 

published books are Perennials: How to Select, Grow 

and Enjoy; Designing with Perennials; Color Echoes; 

and Time-Tested Plants: Thirty Years in a Four-Season 

Garden. 
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Bill and Linda Pinkham’s Garden 

By Linda PInkham 
2019 Southeast Regional Meeting Tour Garden 

Oct. 18 and 19, 2019 - Gloucester, VA 

The History of Our Garden 
We bought the property in Carrollton in 1990, after living in the brick 

house in the parking lot at Smithfield Gardens for 13 years. However, 
we were still working full time, so we didn’t have time for much gar-
dening. I did have a vegetable garden for home grown tomatoes, egg-
plants, cucumbers for pickles, and herbs for cooking. The property 
consists of three acres of high ground and three acres of marsh. To-
day, the garden is approximately one and a half acres. 

   Nearing the turn of the century, we knew we’d be retiring, so we 
started having the SG landscape crews work here for a couple of 
weeks in the winter and late summer. The south facing rock garden 
was the first area to have rocks and pathways installed. Most of the 
plants came later. A few very large plants from the farm at Smithfield 
Gardens were moved in with a tree spade, including a weeping White 
Pine, a cloud pruned juniper, and some Chamaecyparis. 

We sold Smithfield Gardens in 2000 and worked for two more years. 
The section from the pond to the front porch was finished around Sep-
tember 11, 2001, a momentous day.  

After totally retiring in 2002, we were able to devote more time to 
filling in the beds. Bill has been the “master designer” all along. Now 
that the beds are laid out, it is mainly filling them in, finding space for 
new plants, and maintenance. Bill is the planter of new plants and Lin-
da has the title of “Head Weeder.”  

Hurricane Isabel had a great impact on the garden, arriving on Sep-
tember 18, 2003. We noticed that there was no more tidal flow in the 
cove on the south side of the property. It took many weeks and a lot 
of time, phone calls, and money to get the marsh opened back up to the tides. The new pier we had built washed into 
the same cove (never to return, as we have no boat). We lost 30 feet of land around the edge of the property and hun-
dreds of plants. Because we were to be on two big tours the following summer, Bill put it back together again. But he 
said never again. 

The “Animal Rocks” garden in the front yard was one that 
Bill especially enjoyed creating. A lover of rocks, he used 
many sculptural forms of limestone from Lexington, VA, in 
this bed. 
   After Founders Point was built, the deer started to come 
around and nibble on things. We started spraying with Liquid 
Fence about once a month as suggested on the label. The 
deer became more numerous and more voracious and we 
added Bobbex and Milorganite to the repellent regime. 
When they started eating the pods off my daylilies even 
though we were spraying every other day, that was the last 
straw! We had thought about dogs, but didn’t like the idea 
of leaving them when we travel. We called Deer Fencers in 

(Continued on page 9) 
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PA. They came down and installed 
the fence we wish we had installed 
many years earlier. The deer fence is 
8 ft; 6” pinned to the ground and 7.5’ 
above the ground. 

 

About Us 
We love our garden and love 

plants. We met at VA Tech where we 
both majored in Ornamental Horti-
culture. Bill had an option in Land-
scape Design and Linda had an op-
tion in Floriculture. People ask what 
are our favorite plants. Bill loves Jap-
anese Maples, conifers, succulents, 
cacti, anything variegated or weeping 
or weird. Linda loves anything that 
flowers and has been collecting and 
breeding daylilies for some time. She 
introduced eight new ones in 2018. 
Tropical plants are a favorite of both. 
The greenhouse is packed all winter with plants that come outdoors each May to enhance the garden until October, 
when they go back inside the greenhouse. Any tropical looking sub-tropical that will live outdoors here is used in the 
landscape, especially palms. 

The garden has definitely been influenced by our travels to gardens in England, Italy, Japan, & many gardens in the 
US. We’re always on the hunt for new ideas and new plants. And we’re always learning something new about the fas-
cinating world of plants and gardening. 

 

Notes 
The labels are made with a Brother PT-D600 printer using 1” clear tape (TZ-151). It uses a thermal process, so the 

labels last for years. They are placed on Kinkaid stainless steel markers in varying heights. I’m a dealer for Kincaid, so 
anyone interested can ask me. 

   My motto in the garden is “never let your weeds go to seed.”  I put all weeds with reproductive parts in an Evil 
Weed bin and send them out with the trash. Everything else goes into the gigantic compost pile. 

   New plants are planted with Osmocote and wa-
tered in with Fertilome Root Stimulator, according 
to directions. The root stimulator, also known as 
“Lazarus Juice”, is also used on plants that appear 
to be in trouble because of underground prob-
lems. Lime is applied periodically to peonies, li-
lacs, bearded iris, lavender, true lilies, and clema-
tis. 
   The raised beds originally were a mixture of 1/3 
topsoil, 1/3 compost and 1/3 coarse sand. After 
learning that Permatil/Volebloc (expanded slate 
gravel) would help keep the vole population 
down, the mix was changed, adding 20% Permatil 
with the remaining being split between topsoil 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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  and compost. When planting tulips and true lilies, Permatil 
is placed in the bottom of the hole and on top of the bulb. 
Hostas get an extra dose. Nothing seems to be foolproof 
when it comes to voles, but every little bit helps. Bill ap-
plies Mole Max to areas known to have vole problems, 
followed by lots of water. Brent Heath says the deeper you 
plant bulbs that voles like, the less likely they are to bother 
them. 

Speaking of voles, our three cats occasionally catch one. 
They are Sassy (orange), Boots (black), and Zipper, the 
guard cat (gray). 

After we started using Permatil, we found that the im-
proved aeration it provided helped with some plants we 
had previously had problems with, like Daphne. 

Based on a formula in a book on perennial maintenance, 
I calculated we needed to spend 80 hours a week in our 
garden. We have helpers for 24-30 hours a week and we 
do the rest – more in some seasons, of course. 

Slugs are quite a problem for us. I have tried many types 
of powder applications. The most recent method is beer in 
recessed tuna cans. It’s working great. I have to renew the 
beer after a heavy rain, of course. 

If anyone asks about tours here later, we do offer group 
tours. The fee charged goes to Norfolk Botanical Garden. 
They can email me at lindapinkham@me.com for more 
details. 

If you need to call us during the tour, our numbers are 
 Bill - 757-334-4212 

 Linda – 757-334-3999  

mailto:lindapinkham@me.com
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 Eastern Hemlock Importance  

Eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis (L.) Carr.), 

is one of the longest-lived and most shade-

tolerant trees species in eastern North America. 

It occurs as a canopy dominant on about 2.5 

million acres of forest from the southern Appa-

lachians to southern Canada and west to the 

central lake states. In the southern Appalachi-

ans, this tree is mainly found along stream corri-

dors and in moist cove landscape positions. 

Eastern hemlock is valued for a wide range of 

ecological, aesthetic, and economic benefits. 

Eastern hemlock is also an important landscap-

ing tree, relatively less palatable to deer than 

some other conifers (e.g., yew, red cedar, juni-

per).  The only other hemlock species native to 

eastern North America is the Carolina hemlock 

(Tsuga caroliniana Englem.), which occurs in a 

much more limited range of the southern Appalachian Mountains, often on ridges and rocky outcrops.     

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 

Eastern and Carolina hemlock trees of all sizes and ages throughout their ranges are dying due to the introduction of 

an invasive insect, the hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA, Adelges tsugae Annand). This aphid-like insect is native to Japan 

and was introduced to the eastern U.S. by the 1950s. It has spread through over half the native range of eastern hem-

lock. Vectors of spread include wind, humans, and animals, especially birds. HWA produces two asexual generations 

annually: one that lasts from summer through winter, and a shorter generation in the spring. The insects settle at the 

base of the hemlock needle and 

insert an elongated mouthpart 

to feed on stored sugars and 

starches. The HWA adults pro-

duce a white, woolly covering, 

and their egg sacs appear as 

small, spherical, woolly tufts at 

the base of needles. These egg 

sacs are usually visible to the 

unaided eye from late fall 

through early summer, and are 

often the most noticeable sign 

of infestation.  

(Continued on page 12) 

The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
An Invasive Insect Pest of Valuable Native Conifers 

Photos and Text by Chelcy Ford Miniat and Albert Mayfield 

A large eastern hemlock growing in an Appalachian forest cove 
Photo by Albert Mayfield, USDA Forest Service 

Eastern hemlock  trees killed by woolly adelgids in the southern Appalachians 
 Photo by Dave Casey, USDA Forest Service 
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Hemlock resistance to HWA in eastern North America appears to be 

rare and trees may decline and die in as few as six years after infesta-

tion occurs. Hemlock trees exposed to high levels of sunlight tend to 

fare better against HWA than those growing in heavy shade.  HWA is 

negatively affected by temperature extremes; however, populations 

can quickly recover from adverse weather conditions. For example, a 

cold event across the eastern U.S. when temperatures ranged -3 to -

23 ºF resulted in 17–100% HWA mortality, but this was followed by 

rapid population recovery the next year. Fertilization, as is common in 

landscaped environments, not only increases the reproductive suc-

cess of these insects, but limited evidence suggests that trees with 

high needle nitrogen (N) and potassium (K) concentrations experience 

higher HWA infestation than trees with lower N and K concentrations. 

Within the hemlock genus (Tsuga), species that are resistant to HWA 

include Tsuga diversifola, T. chinesis (Chinese hemlock), and T. 

sieboldii. Research has shown that these resistant trees have consist-

ently lower foliar concentrations of N and K compared to susceptible 

species (T. canadensis), although the exact mechanisms contributing 

to resistance are uncertain. Surveys among arborists and horticultur-

ists indicate that Chinese hemlock has the potential to be accepted as 

an alternative landscape replacement for eastern hemlock.  

 

(Continued on page 13) 

(Continued from previous page.) 

White, woolly egg sacs of the hemlock woolly 
adelgid on the underside of an infected twig. 

Photo by Alfred Mayfield, USDA Forest Service 
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  Treatments and recommendations 

For eastern and Carolina hemlocks growing 

in parks, residential landscapes, or other orna-

mental settings, chemical treatment is the pri-

mary control strategy against HWA. A common 

chemical treatment is to apply a systemic, ne-

onicotinoid insecticide, like imidacloprid or 

dinotefuran, to the soil near the base of the 

tree. These products move into the roots, up 

through the stem, and into the branches to kill 

existing HWA and prevent new attacks. De-

pending on the specific product, some system-

ic insecticides may also be applied as a trunk 

injection, bark surface spray, or soil tablet. A 

single, soil-based treatment with imiadcloprid, 

when properly applied, can provide several 

years of protection against HWA.  Foliar sprays 

with insecticidal soaps or horticultural oils can 

also be used, but these treatments must be 

carefully timed to coincide with susceptible life 

stages of the insect, require good coverage 

(which can be difficult for tall trees), and affect 

only the insects present at the time of treat-

ment. Homeowners are advised to consult 

with their local cooperative extension service, 

state forestry agency, or a certified arborist for 

specific treatment recommendations. 

In forest environments, a biological control 

program for the hemlock woolly adelgid is be-

ing pursued by government agencies and their 

many partners. In this strategy, insect predators from the native range of the HWA are carefully evaluated for their 

ability to feed specifically on HWA and without significant negative impacts on other species.  Once approved, these 

predators are released in eastern hemlock forests where HWA has become an invasive pest. To date, several species of 

predatory beetles and two species of flies have been released, and some of these insects, such as the beetles Laricobi-

us nigrinus and Laricobius osakensis, have become established are and feeding on HWA in eastern forests. Research and 

monitoring efforts to evaluate the success of biological control for reducing HWA populations and improving hemlock 

health are ongoing. 

Applying a systemic insecticide as a soil drench to protect an eastern 
hemlock from the hemlock woolly adelgid.  

Photo by USDI National Park Service, www.bugwood.org 

Chelcy Ford Miniat is a Research Ecologist with the USDA 

Forest Service, Southern Research Station and conducts 

research on the effects of natural and human 

disturbances on forest water and carbon cycling. 
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  In the Garden 

Conifer Pruning: A Lesson in Patience 
Text and Photos by Leanne Kenealy 

When I think about conifers, I think about the connection 
between their longevity on this earth and the amount of pa-
tience they require from us. Their strength is in their fortitude. 
The care they take in choosing the perfect time to set seed, the 
time it takes for them to put on another foot of growth, these 
time-consuming concepts are why they captivate me. Howev-
er, it does make pruning a challenge. We can’t cover up our 
mistakes with a quick push of new growth on their part. I will 
be making generalizations here because pruning tips for each 
type of conifer would be an extensive article, and I think it is 
useful to lay out the broader thoughts we should be having 
when we approach pruning our conifers. 

 First, I think we need to make the 
distinction between pruning and shear-
ing. I think in general if we are making big 
pruning cuts on hard wood, we have 
waited too long to cut. Conifers will al-
ways be far more forgiving if we make 
small cuts on green spaces, or relatively 
younger wood, than on old growth. 
Smaller cuts on younger growth is how I 
would define shearing. Most conifers re-
spond really well to a good hair cut every 
year or so. You can really train your coni-
fers this way as well as promote faster 
healthier growth. The only trouble you 
can get into with shearing is the typical 
landscaping “meatball” issue of shearing 
uniformly around your entire tree or 
shrub and creating a mass of new growth 
at the very edge of the plant that doesn’t 

(Continued on page 15) 

A dwarf pine, such as this one, is very difficult to 
prune. Fortunately, unless damaged, it rarely 
needs it. 

This Podocarpus, along with Chamaecyparis, Cryptomeria, 
Taxus, Taxodium, Sequoia, and Metasequoia, takes pruning 
much more easily than pines, spruces, and firs. 
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allow any air flow into the interior of your plant. 
Although the connotation of the word “shearing” 
is that it is a quick and easy process, remember 
the patient ancient beasts we are working with 
and know that even shearing requires patience 
on our part, resulting in a thoughtful and careful 
cut that encourages growth while still allowing air 

flow.  
   I used to live near Pearl Fryar, the famous topi-
ary artist, and his incredible garden, which is 
worth seeing if you’re ever headed through SC on 
I-95. When he would talk to me about shearing, 
he would say, “If you can pick up the pieces that 
you’ve cut, you’ve waited too long.” We are not 
aiming for topiary work, obviously, but that really 
stuck with me. We should be making an effort to 
look at our conifers each year with a conscious-
ness of their long-term needs and not waiting 
until we have to make huge cuts.  
   In the scenario that you have a life outside of 
your garden and you do need to make a big cut 
on your conifer, here are some things to keep in 
mind. First of all, don’t expect new growth from 
this kind of cut. You will most likely be left with a 
hole. Something I see often is a situation where 
someone has limbed up a tree and then was up-
set by the visibility of their cut marks years later. 
   The branches at the base of the tree are the 
oldest, therefore the least likely to produce new 
growth. So, if you’re limbing up your conifer, ex-
pect the last branches you leave to be the bottom 
branches forever. Remember that conifer wood, 
especially if it’s older, can be more brittle than 
most hardwood trees. If you must prune into old 

wood, make sharp, decisive cuts to decrease the chance of tearing the bark, which can lead to disease and die back. 
The picture above shows the kind of damage torn bark can cause. Although, in this case, the initial injury came from a 
broken limb which tore the bark of this Cupressus, the die-back it caused is obvious, now that the branch has been re-
moved. Finally, if you have the option, prune back to the latent bud, or in other words, leave the latent buds at the 
edge of the branch after you cut. This will bring out new growth more quickly.  

I guess the thing to keep in mind is that big cuts on conifers make us live with our decisions. Their ages of serene en-
durance have led them to be slow to change, and we should respect that.  

(Continued from page 14) 

About the Author 

 
Leanne Kenealy earned her MS degree in Horticulture at Clemson University where she 
worked in the peach breeding program. She then worked at Moore Farms Botanical Garden 
in Lake City SC where she became Production Coordinator, managing all propagation, 
scheduling and maintenance of their greenhouse and nursery crops. Currently she is 
assisting Denny Werner with his breeding program and propagating and caring for the 
incredible collections in the nursery of the JC Raulston Arboretum.  

A mature bed in the front of the house 

Results after removing a large, damaged limb from a ma-
ture Cupressus arizonica ‘Sulphurea”. Not pretty, but some-
times you have no choice. 
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  Southeast Region Reference Garden Grant Report 
Conifer Garden Renovation at Atlanta Botanical Garden 

More firs were added to Atlanta Botanical Garden’s “firryest” garden in 2018! 

by Jim Smith, Sr. Horticulturist and Irina Rieppi, Asst. Horticulturist, ABG 

2018 was a year of renovation in the Atlanta Botanical Garden (ABG) 
Dwarf and Rare Conifer Garden. It included two large projects: irriga-
tion improvements and significant expansion of the conifer collection.   

The Dwarf and Rare Conifer Garden was started in 1994 to demonstrate the diversity of conifers and to evaluate new 
species for suitability of cultivation in the Southeast. Since then, the dwarf and rare conifer collection was renovated 
three times: in 1998, 2010, and 2018.  

   As a result of constant additions, ABG has a fantastic collection of 
dwarf, rare and unusual conifers. It showcases 270 individual conifers in 
an area of only 9,000 sq ft! Recognized by the American Conifer Society 
as a designated reference garden, it features representatives from all 
continents (with an exception of Antarctica) and all families. Half of all 
conifer genera and over 100 species live in Atlanta Botanical Garden.  
   The 2018 renovation was mostly funded by an American Conifer Soci-
ety grant of $3,000. This infusion allowed ABG to expand the collection 
of conifers and to replace overgrown trees and plants damaged by a 
snowstorm in December 2017. As a result, the following additions were 
introduced to the Conifer Garden: 
 90 individual conifers  
 26 new conifer species 
 4 new conifer genera: Calocedrus, Diselma, Fokienia and Taxodium 
 more interesting companion plants, such as 

  Artemisia schmidtiana 'Ever Goldy' 
  Hamamelis vernalis ‘Quasimodo’ 
  Amsonia ciliata var. filifolia 'Georgia Pancake' 

 hand-made hypertufa containers to better display miniature coni-
fers 

(Continued on page 17) 

Juvenile plants added to the garden in 2018, Including Xanthocyparis viet-

namensis, Calocedrus formosana, and Thuja occidentalis ‘Congabe’. 

               Beyond 
          taxonomic 
        enrichment 
    of the Conifer 
               Garden, specific 
                  emphasis was  
   placed on selecting for 
   added variety in color, 
        shape, and texture. 

Keteleeria davidiana, one of the stablished 
specimens at ABG, put out a spectacular show 
of cones in 2018. 
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Beyond taxonomic enrichment of the Conifer Garden, specific 
emphasis was placed on selecting for adding variety in color, 
shape, and textures and including new introductions and unusual 
cultivars. Examples of new conifer additions include: Forrest Fir 
(Abies delavayi var. forrestii), Incense Cedar (Calocedrus decurrens 
'Berrima Gold'), Japanese Cedar (Cryptomeria japonica 'Dinger'), 
and Cheshunt Pine (Diselma archeri 'Red Dwarf').  

Another big project was irrigation improvements. This included 
installation of additional drainage, crucial for overall health of al-
most any conifer, and an upgrade to the irrigation management 
system.  

ABG will continue to try new conifer species and assess their 
performance in the Southeast. 

(Continued from page 16) 

About the Authors 
 

Jim Smith is a Senior Horticulturist at the Atlanta Botanical Garden. 
In addition to his ongoing and tireless efforts in the Conifer Garden, 
he is a key player in the garden’s ongoing exhibit, “Imaginary 
Worlds: Once Upon a Time,” which features 150,000 plants on 14 
“larger than life” sculptures.  
 
Irina Rieppi started her career in horticulture after moving to the US 
from Siberia, Russia. She is a Georgia Certified Plant Professional 
and an Assistant Horticulturist with Atlanta Botanical Garden (ABG), 
working in major display garden areas, with a particular focus on 
the ABG Conifer Garden.  

Vibrant foliage of the 
valuable new addition, 
Calocedrus decurrens 
‘Berrima Gold’ 

Distinctive foliage of a dwarf Japanese cedar— Crypto-
meria japonica ‘Dinger’ - which was introduced to the 
US market (and to ABG!) in 2018.. 

Another example of a truly dwarf cultivar added 
to the ABG collection in 2018:  Cryptomeria japon-
ica ‘Golden Promise’. 
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Through a generous $1,000 Southeast Region Grant awarded to 

Brookgreen Gardens by the American Conifer Society in 2018, 

Brookgreen expanded its existing conifer collection. With an empha-

sis on dwarf cultivars, conifers deemed likely to succeed in our cli-

mate were selected. A review of Landscaping with Conifers and 

Ginkgo for the Southeast by Tom Cox and John M. Ruter offered di-

rection on conifers that would favor our climate and functioned as 

the basis for our plant selection. Plants deemed appropriate and 

promising for the area included Pinus thunbergii ‘Kotobuki,’ Thujop-

sis dolabrata ‘Nana,’ Cryptomeria japonica ‘Tansu,’ and Cedrus deo-

dara ‘Feelin’ Blue,’ to name a few (please see the complete list of 

plants at the conclusion of this report). 

The expansion began in early September 2018 by planning and 

preparing the bed site. First, the location of each proposed 

plant was identified and marked with an irrigation flag that 

bore the name of the plant it represented. Marking paint was 

then used to indicate the mature spread of each plant. With 

the plants’ mature widths indicated, the marking paint was 

then used to outline the bed.  

The next step was to prepare the bed site. Following the 

marked outline of the bed, the bed edger was brought on site 

to establish a crisp border. Next, a sod cutter removed the 

existing turf at the bed site. As the first portion of the bed 

preparation neared completion, the newly created bed was 

covered with landscape fabric until it was time for planting. 

The landscape fabric functioned to keep the site free of 

weeds until cooler weather arrived and the conifers could be 

planted in the following month. 

At the end of September it was time to pick up the 

plants at Mountain Meadows Nursery located outside of 

Asheville, North Carolina. Michael Balogh, the owner of 

the nursery, was a gracious host, showing us around his 

nursery and sharing his enthusiastic love of conifers. Excit-

ed to get started with the next step, we returned to 

Brookgreen with our new plants. 

Once the anticipated cooler weather rolled in at the end 

of October, it was time to finish with the last of the prepa-

rations and, finally, plant the new conifers. The landscape 

fabric was removed and the final preparation was under-

way. Compost was brought to the site as a top dressing 

which would also be incorporated into the soil at the time 

Southeast Region Reference Garden Grant Report 
A New Conifer Garden at Brookgreen Gardens, South Carolina 

by Lucy Contreras, Horticulturist and Rosarian, Brookgreen Gardens 

(continued on the following page) 
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of planting. Soon, the irrigation flags that had been marking 

plant locations were replaced with actual plants. Once every-

thing was in its place, it was time to get planting. 

Each conifer was placed in a hole dug twice as wide and just 

shy of its pot’s depth. Roots were lightly teased and then each 

plant was placed in its new home. With each shovelful, compost 

that had acted as a top dressing on the bed’s surface was duly 

functioning as a soil addition to the new plants. Once all of the 

conifers were in the ground, a layer of mulch was applied 

The new conifer additions were entered into Brookgreen Gar-

dens’ Plant Database. The plants were accessioned into the col-

lection, and plant signs, including the botanical name and culti-

var, common name, family name and place of origin were in-

cluded. A larger display sign was created offering information 

about conifers in the Southeast and acknowledging the grant 

assistance from ACS. The completed signs were placed at the 

conifer site. 

While most of the conifers planted are slow-growing dwarves, 

(Continued from page 18) 

The new conifer garden, planting complete, but prior to installation of signage and irrigation. 

there are also standard forms. As visitors come to the gardens 

and the new conifer expansion site, we look forward to them 

enjoying the speedy progression of our standard selections 

like Pinus glabra, along with the subtle development of our 

smaller additions, like Juniperus horizontalis ‘Mother Lode.’ 

We are grateful for the American Conifer Society’s grant to 

assist in the funding of our conifer expansion and look forward 

to continuing to grow our collection in the future.  

About the Author 

 
Lucy Contreras is Horticulturist and Rosarian at Brookgreen 
Gardens, Murrells Inlet, South Carolina. She studied 
Ornamental Horticulture at  Farmingdale State College, 
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at Old Westbury Gardens, an historic estate with 200 acres 
of gardens, landscaped grounds, woodlands, ponds, and 
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When you go to the Southeast Region Reference Garden Map via the link provided above, clicking on the name of a 
reference garden in the list on the left zooms the map to that garden’s location and provides information on the gar-
den you clicked. Click on a star to identify gardens in locations you may want to visit. Depending upon what’s available, 
you will see any or all of the following: the physical address, phone number, web site, photos, and a link to click if you 
need directions. Our Reference Gardens are a treasure! Visit soon! 

Gardens of the Big Bend, Quincy, FL  
 
Atlanta Botanical Garden, Atlanta, GA  
Armstrong State University Arboretum Conifer Garden, 

Savannah, GA 
Lockerly Arboretum, Milledgeville, GA 
Smith-Gilbert Gardens, Kennesaw, GA 
The State Botanical Garden of Georgia, Athens, GA 
 
Baker Arboretum, Bowling Green, KY 
 
JC Raulston Arboretum, Raleigh, NC 
 
Brookgreen Gardens, Murrells Inlet, SC 
Hatcher Garden-Woodland Preserve, Spartanburg, SC 
Moore Farms Botanical Garden, Lake City, SC 
 

East TN State University Arboretum, Johnson City, TN 
Memphis Botanic Garden, Memphis, TN 
University of Tennessee Gardens, Knoxville, TN 
Plateau Discovery Gardens, UT Gardens, Crossville, TN 
West Tennessee Research and Education Center 

Gardens, Univ. of TN Jackson, Jackson, TN 
 
Al Gardner Memorial Conifer Garden,  Reynolds 

Community College, Goochland, VA 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, Richmond, VA 
Norfolk Botanical Garden, Norfolk, VA 
State Arboretum of Virginia, Boyce, VA 
 
Map of all SE Region reference gardens, with complete 
addresses:   
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-
gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing 

ACS SOUTHEAST REGION CONIFER REFERENCE GARDENS 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
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Christmas is Coming! 
Order Now for Your Conifer Loving Friends! 
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   YEA! Daylight Saving Time! A sure sign of 
Spring! And yeah, I know we’re no longer sup-
posed to capitalize the seasons, but I believe 
Spring is totally worthy of a big, capital S, so 
there. 
  I have even more to celebrate than the longer, 
drier days, though, because in addition to the 

wonderful Leanne Kenealy, Bradley Roberts - my first co-editor - 
has agreed to rejoin the newsletter team. As you can imagine, it’s a 
huge effort to put out something as magnificent as the Southeast-
ern Quarterly Newsletter.  ;-)  We need all the help we can get, and 
we’re thrilled to have Bradley back on board. 
   Well, time to get out there and string some fishing line to deter 
the deer before they post a sign in my garden that says “Salad Bar 
Open!” They’ve already pruned a little Japanese maple, and the 
hostas are beginning to peek above ground. Time’s awastin’!” 

Sandy Horn 

Submit questions, comments, 

articles, photos, or suggestions 

for the next newsletter to  

Leanne Kenealy 

(lmkeneal@ncsu.edu) 

Bradley Roberts 

(brobertsacsse@gmail.com) 

or Sandy Horn 
(littletrees@earthlink.net) 

Remember! Deadline for the June 
15th newsletter is May 15th! 

Newsletter Wrap-up 
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beth6744@bellsouth.net 
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Horticulturist, Brookgreen Gardens 
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goldnpaws@gmail.com 

Southeast Region Officers and Staff 

Sandy 

Share Your Tips in Our New Column, 
“In the Garden” 

 

Share your garden tips and tricks, favorite tools 
or design ideas, successes and failures. Tell your 
fellow ACS members how you made a path, built 
a new planting bed, dug up a stump, dealt with 
weeds, defeated a fungus or a critter (2-, 4-, 6-, or 
8-legged!). How do you fertilize, make compost, 
or improve your soil? Do you have a strategy for 
moving big rocks, digging up stumps, clearing 
draining the swamp? What is the best way to help 
a new planting succeed? 

Send your helpful thoughts to Leanne, Bradley, 
or Sandy, along with a picture or two, and be our 
next “In the Garden” author. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

 

Did you know that you can order bulbs from Brent 
and Becky’s and support the Southeast Region at the 
same time? Instead of going directly to the Brent and 
Becky’s website, go to BloominBucks.com and select 
American Conifer Society Southeast Region from the 
dropdown menu. You will then be taken to the Brent 
and Becky’s website, and 25% of anything you spend 
there will go to the Southeast Region! You don’t pay 
anything extra for your bulbs, but your purchases will 
support the Southeast Region.  Is that cool or WHAT? 

mailto:wgalloway03@yahoo.com

