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From the Southeast Region President 

   We have just finished a successful SER meeting in Gloucester VA. It was a great weekend to meet up 
with old friends and meet new ones. The weather could not have been any better. A big thank you to 
Brent Heath and Wayne Galloway for their work to make it great: Brent for offering to host the 2019 
meeting in Gloucester and for suggesting venues; Wayne for lining up the vendors and tour gardens. 
Friday night’s dinner at Brent and Becky’s house was one of the best dinners and locations we have 
ever had for a meeting! Special thanks, also, to all of our plant donors who made it possible for 
everyone to bring a special plant home from the meeting, and a big shout out to Valerie and Bill from 

Piccadilly farm and Nursery for bringing a conifer for everyone who attended the meeting.  
Currently, we are experiencing our first “Polar Vortex” of the year - about 20 degrees below normal! As soon as it warms 

up, I plan to head back out to clean up the gardens and do some pruning. I also like to mulch and plant in November and 
December, since it gives the plants a few extra months to set roots. If you don’t get everything planted before the real 
winter weather hits, hold potted plants in a protected area since potted plants are affected much more by colder temps 
than those in the ground. 

We are planning a rendezvous in Columbia SC for March 21st (see page 6), and we’ve just lined up another one for 
August 8th in Boone, NC. We’d like to schedule a few more one-day events for 2020. Rendezvous just require a few gardens 
to visit and an organized lunch. People can pick their own hotel if they’re staying over, or just drive in and out the same 
day. Please let us know if you are interested in organizing a rendezvous, yourself. To get the best attendance it is great to 
have as much information in the newsletter as possible, so just let us know 4 months or so before you want us to join you, 
and we will get the word out. 

S. Horn 

Jeff Harvey, President 
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Around the Southeast Region 
Fall Fun in Virginia! A Report on the 2019 SER Conference 

By Wayne Galloway, SER Vice President 
Our Southeast Region hosted a fall meeting for 75 ACS members over 

a beautiful October weekend in Tidewater Virginia. Members traveled 
from near and far to enjoy four outstanding private gardens, three en-
gaging speakers, very robust silent and live auctions, and nonstop plant 
intensive fellowship. 

The highlights included a meeting headquarters at Brent & Becky’s 
Bulbs in Gloucester, Virginia. What hosts the Heath’s were! Dinner Fri-
day evening was at their personal residence, an idyllic spot on a Chesa-
peake Bay tributary, perfect for the oyster shucking and a seafood feast. 
This was also the site of Brent’s self-described Conifer garden, with 
many selections from ACS nurseryman Bruce Appeldoorn’s stock. A gi-
ant 5 or 6 foot in diameter sycamore tree welcomed us into the grounds 
at their home. Becky’s garden adjoins the business with an extensive 
array of conifers tastefully mixed with, you guessed it, bulbs and other 
terrific companion plants. Here, also, we enjoyed super facilities for 
Brent’s highly informative lecture on companion plants, and our auction 
activities.  

   We toured two additional private gardens on Saturday. Noted gar-
dener and author Pamela Harper personally escorted us through her 
waterfront property, sharing stories not only of the plants, but also 
some of the challenges posed by hurricanes and the recovery, following 
them. Everyone admired her plant combinations and what a sight it was 
to see the cyclamen and camellias blooming!   

   Linda and Bill Pinkham also personally guided us through their sever-
al acre waterfront wonderland. Now retired from a large nursery and 
landscape design business, they tend to the exquisite collection in their 
very diverse garden. Favorites there included the Picea pungens ‘Iseli 
Fastigiate’ in the central backyard island garden and the weeping bald 
cypress tunnel. We were even treated to a look at Bill’s on-site pottery 

(Continued on page 4) 

Brent’s huge sycamore at night. Photo by Jeff Harvey 

Oyster shucking on Brent and Becky Heath’s dock. Photo by Jennifer Harvey 

Dinner at the Heaths’.          Photo by Jeff Harvey 
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(Continued on page 4) 

(Continued from page 2) 

A beautiful scene in Pamela Harper’s garden. Photo by Sandy Horn 

A gorgeous display in the Pinkham Garden.  Photo by Sandy Honr 

Pamela Harper (right) welcomes visitors to her garden.  

Photo by Jennifer Harvey  

Bill Pinkham                     Photo by Sandy Horn  
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studio. 
   Carl Simmons, Horticultur-
ist from the Norfolk Botani-
cal Gardens, shared many 
experiences in his presenta-
tion, “The Good and the Bad 
at the NBG Conifer Collec-
tion”.  
   A lecture by Leanne Ke-
nealy from the JC Raulston 
Arboretum prompted much 
interest and discussion on 
the topic of “Knowing Your 
Roots”, a presentation on 
research into the benefits of 
grafting onto disease, flood, 
and heat resistant rootstock. 

[See Leanne’s lecture on pages 12-14 of this newsletter.] As always, these lectures added to 
our enjoyment of the world of conifers. 

No one left empty handed, as we presented our first timers with ACS coffee mugs and 
plants of Thuja plicata ‘Whipcord’, as well as their pick of one of three great plants donated 
by Valerie and Bill Hinesley from Piccadilly Farm and Nursery for all of our attendees. A big 
thank you goes out to all of our plant donors who made our silent and live auctions offer an 
enormous range of conifers, large and small, rare and unusual. Everyone had a chance to go 
home with some great plants and wonderful memories from the 2019 SER meeting.  

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Could YOU be the 2020 SER Annual Meeting Chair? 
A Special Request from Jeff and Jennifer Harvey 

Jennifer and I have worked on several regional meetings in 
the last six years or so, but we are in the final stages of re-
building our home and business after a devastating fire in 
2018, and we’re tired. We need a little break. It will not be a 
very long break since we’ve already started planning the 2022 
National Conifer Conference that will be hosted by the South-
east Region in Charlotte, NC. But this year, we are hoping 
someone else will take the lead for organizing the 2020 SER 
Regional Meeting.  

The responsibilities of the Chair for a regional meeting in-
clude negotiating with hotel and caterers; lining up speakers; 
finding two to four gardens to tour; negotiating the bus con-
tract; and laying out the itinerary for the conference, which 
usually convenes on a Friday evening, with tours on Saturday. 
Typically, between 70 and 125 people attend. There is also 
the auction that needs to be coordinated with the “Plant 
Wranglers” from each state, as well as setting up the auction 
tables and making sure each plant has its bid sheet. We have 
a pamphlet that describes everything that needs to be done, 
and there are experienced volunteers to assist. It’s a lot of 
work, but you won’t be alone. 

For 2020, unless we can find someone to organize a typical, 
one-and-a-half day regional meeting, we are planning several 

one-day meetings/trips, the first being to Columbia, SC on 
March 21st, sponsored by Historic Columbia and Keith Mearns 
(details on Page 6). A second rendezvous has just been con-
firmed for Aug. 8, 2020, when we will visit Arborcrest in 
Boone, NC - the amazing collection and garden of Ron Stan-
ley. This is definitely one you will not want to miss. More in-
formation will be provided, soon. 

We hope these one-day trips will actually bring more peo-
ple together since they are much less work for the organizer 
and less of a time commitment for people attending. If you 
are interested in arranging a tour of your garden and a gar-
den friend close to you this year, or if you have other ideas 
for a rendezvous, please contact me so we can set it up. The 
region in the past has not had many day trip meetings, and I 
think this may be a great chance to see places that may not 
have enough densely conifer-related gardens for a Regional 
Meeting but have enough to interest SER members for a sin-
gle day. 

About the Author 
Wayne Galloway, Vice 
President of the SER, at 
the oyster feast, with 
the tiny shucker. 

Please Say YES! 

Contact Jeff (jeff@dirtdawgnursery.com) TODAY! 

Leanne Kenealy lectures on propagation and rootstock. 
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Around the Southeast Region 

Our Visit to the Conifer Reference Garden at Norfolk Botanical Carden 
By Beth Jimenez and Amelia Lane 

Amelia and I hope to visit as many 
of the SER Reference Gardens as 
possible during our tenure as RG 
Program Co-Chairs and in keeping 
with our plan we were able to spend 
a little time at the Norfolk Botanical 
Garden Reference Garden prior to 
the Annual meeting in October. We 
were most interested in seeing the 
newly planted miniature conifer 
‘bowls’ which are artfully planted 
with conifers and groundcovers and 
according to Les Parks, Director of 
Horticulture, very popular with visi-
tors.  

The Conifer Reference Garden is 
large enough to show off many full grown and beautiful 
specimens such as Cunninghamia lanceolata and the Se-
quoia sempervirens on NATO Hill. 

We were able to compare sizes, shapes, colors and tex-
tures of the various conifers in the collection and they 
have used companion plants to their advantage in high-
lighting the contrast of the conifers. 

Plans for use of the 2019 RG grant funds include infor-

mational signage on the evolution of conifers, the story of 
cones, conifers for SE climates and the benefits to humans 
from conifers. 
    We enjoyed the talk given by Carl Simmons, Senior Hor-
ticulturist at NBG, on the opening night of our recent re-
gional meeting in Gloucester, Va.    

We highly recommend a visit to the NBG and their won-
derful conifer collection. 

Norfolk Botanical Garden—Norfolk—Tourism Media 

The  SER Extends Its Thanks to the 2019 Regional Meeting Donors ! 
Appeldoorn Landscape Nursery 

Bartlett  Tree Experts and Arboretum 
Big Bloomers Flower Farm 

Bill and Tracy Blevins—Plantsmap 
Coldwater Pond Nursery 

Colesville Nursery 
Conifer Kingdom 

Tom Cox 
Dirt Dawg Nursery 

Garden Treasures Nursery 
Green Hill Hosta Farm 

Hawksridge Nursery 
Homewood Nursery 

J & J Farms 

JC Raulston Arboretum 
Mountain Meadows Nursery 

Nomad Nursery 
Piccadilly Farm 

Piedmont Feed and Garden Center 
Bill and Linda Pinkham 
Plant Delights Nursery 

Pleasant Run 
Sequoia Trees 

Stanley and Sons Nursery 
J. Thompson 

University of Tennessee 
Rene Wenleder 

Windfield Farm Arboretum 
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When you go to the Southeast Region Reference Garden Map via the link provided above, clicking on the name of a 
reference garden in the list on the left zooms the map to that garden’s location and provides information on the gar-
den you clicked. Click on a star to identify gardens in locations you may want to visit. Depending upon what’s available, 
you will see any or all of the following: the physical address, phone number, web site, photos, and a link to click if you 
need directions. Our Reference Gardens are a treasure! Visit soon! 

Gardens of the Big Bend, Quincy, FL  
 
Atlanta Botanical Garden, Atlanta, GA  
Armstrong State University Arboretum Conifer Garden, 

Savannah, GA 
Lockerly Arboretum, Milledgeville, GA 
Smith-Gilbert Gardens, Kennesaw, GA 
The State Botanical Garden of Georgia, Athens, GA 
 
Baker Arboretum, Bowling Green, KY 
 
JC Raulston Arboretum, Raleigh, NC 
 
Brookgreen Gardens, Murrells Inlet, SC 
Hatcher Garden-Woodland Preserve, Spartanburg, SC 
Historic Columbia, Columbia, SC 
Moore Farms Botanical Garden, Lake City, SC 

East TN State University Arboretum, Johnson City, TN 
Memphis Botanic Garden, Memphis, TN 
University of Tennessee Gardens, Knoxville, TN 
Plateau Discovery Gardens, UT Gardens, Crossville, TN 
West Tennessee Research and Education Center 

Gardens, Univ. of TN Jackson, Jackson, TN 
 
Al Gardner Memorial Conifer Garden,  Reynolds 

Community College, Goochland, VA 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, Richmond, VA 
Norfolk Botanical Garden, Norfolk, VA 
State Arboretum of Virginia, Boyce, VA 
 
Map of all SE Region reference gardens, with complete 
addresses:   
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-
gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing 

ACS SOUTHEAST REGION CONIFER REFERENCE GARDENS 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LCf4i-gim6ItGKdMAdv6aeVajj0&usp=sharing
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Announcing a Spring Rendezvous in Historic Columbia, SC 

March 21, 2020 

Tulipa batalinii

   The Southeast Region announces a fabulous spring ren-

dezvous in Columbia, South Carolina, to explore the Historic 

Columbia gardens and so much more! 

On March 21st we will start the morning with a guided 

tour, which will include the Historic Columbia gardens, as 

well as the W. Gordon Belser Arboretum (https://sc.edu/

study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/

biological_sciences/research/resources_facilities/

arboretum/index.php) 

Following the tours, we will have a break with a fabulous 

box lunch from a local restaurant in one of the historic car-

riage houses, and Keith Mearns, Director of Historic Colum-

bia, will give a talk on the gardens. After Keith’s lecture, we 

will go over to Riverbanks for a guided tour of the botanical 

garden. Following the tour, we’ll cross the Broad river to 

the zoo. There are many wonderful plants and gardens at 

the zoo, but we will not have a guided tour, so you can wan-

der the grounds on your own. We will make sure you have a 

list of highlights you won’t want to miss. 

Our meeting point on the 21st to begin the rendezvous is 

1616 Blanding St, Columbia SC 29201. There are several 

inns, Bed and Breakfasts, and traditional hotels within five 

city blocks of our meeting place. You will need to make your 

own reservations, if you’re staying over. A couple of hotels 

close to our meeting point are the Sheraton Columbia 

Downtown Hotel and the Inn at USC. 

Registration is $25 per person which includes lunch. 

Please mail your check, made out to ACS Southeast Region, 

to Jeff Harvey, 2910 Poplar Hill Road, Watertown, TN 37184. You can also register online at www.conifersociety.org  

Hampton-Preston Gardens, circa 1900 

Registration Form—Historic Columbia, SC—21 March 2020 
 

Registration fee is $25 per person. Deadline for registration is March 10, 2020. 
 
Name _______________________________Food restrictions___________ 
 
Name _______________________________Food restrictions___________ 
 
Send a check for $25 per person, made out to ACS Southeast Region to: 

Jeff Harvey 
2910 Poplar Hill Road 
Watertown, TN 37184 

Note 

The December 2018 SER 
Newsletter contains a 

complete article on Historic 
Columbia, written by Keith 

Mearns, Director of Grounds 
for Historic Columbia. 

You can access this edition 
of the newsletter at https://

conifersociety.org/uploads/
newsletters/southeast-

201812.pdf  

https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/biological_sciences/research/resources_facilities/arboretum/index.php
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/biological_sciences/research/resources_facilities/arboretum/index.php
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/biological_sciences/research/resources_facilities/arboretum/index.php
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/biological_sciences/research/resources_facilities/arboretum/index.php
http://www.conifersociety.org
https://conifersociety.org/uploads/newsletters/southeast-201812.pdf
https://conifersociety.org/uploads/newsletters/southeast-201812.pdf
https://conifersociety.org/uploads/newsletters/southeast-201812.pdf
https://conifersociety.org/uploads/newsletters/southeast-201812.pdf
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  Save the Dates—June 25-27, 2020 
ACS National Conference and Conifer College, Clinton, IA 
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Our Most Overlooked Conifer 

Text and Photos by Dr. Martin Stone 
Professor of Horticulture, Western Kentucky Univ. and Director of Baker Arboretum 

In the southeastern United States, our most common 
conifer is also a native; it is Juniperus virginiana 
(Cupressaceae), the eastern red-cedar. Probably every-
one has seen these highly successful conifers growing 
on roadsides and in pastures but they are often over-
looked and underappreciated. It is time we recognize 
that they are true conifers and highly interesting on 
their own. While we fawn over the latest Korean fir 
cultivar that melts in the humidity and heat of the 
southeast, there are millions of eastern red-cedars in 
our home region that deserve our study and apprecia-
tion — unless you are a rancher.   

Eastern red-cedar is native to glades, bluffs, and simi-
lar habitats with shallow soils in our southeast region. 
Eastern red-cedar is completely and easily killed by fire 
such as those that occasionally sweep through an area. 
The volatile oils in the needles ignite even if the tree is 
green, alive, and growing. Before humans controlled 
fire, the occasional blaze kept them beaten back to 
habitats where soils were shallow and they were not 
allowed to be the invaders they are today. The amount 
of plant fuel on shallow soils did not permit a cata-
strophic outcome. It is common to see a fire survivor 
burned below but the top remaining green. Today, 

ranchers 
spend millions of dollars each year to control astern red-cedar, 
lest they cost them even more millions in lost grass and beef. 
Eastern red-cedar is the mesquite of the non-desert south.  
   The fleshy cones are considered highly decorative by humans, 
but it is the birds that really enjoy them. Birds are excellent dis-
persers of seeds if the seeds are small enough to pass through 
their digestive system whole. When a bird flies from its perch on 
a utility line, fence strand, or a tree, it plants the seeds with a bit 
of fertilizer, and the race for local domination is launched. Cedar 
waxwings are especially fond of cedar seeds. 
   Eastern red-cedars are successful in establishing populations of 
seedlings on poor, dry soils. They thrive on roadcuts where they 
encounter little competition. The little plants have a small num-
ber of leaves initially and they are quite waxy, both strategies to 
conserve water. The first few years of a cedar’s life is devoted to 
growing extensive and impressive root systems. This is how it is 

(Continued on page 10) 

In most of the United States east of the the short grass prairie this 
is a familiar sight.  Juniperus virginiana is an invader of overgrazed 
pastures and other disturbed habitats.  In much of this area it is 
commonly found with broomsedge bluestem grass which is anoth-
er indicator plant of overgrazing and disturbance.  

Photo by Joleen Stone 

Notice the extensive root systems 
on these very young seedlings. 

Photos by Jeff Harvey 



Page 10 Southeastern Conifer Quarterly December 2019 

 

  

  

able to outcompete other seemingly bigger or 
better competitors, even during harsh environ-
mental conditions.   
If you have ever tried to pick up a seedling, you 
are in for a surprise in a couple of ways. First, 
the juvenile leaves are spiny and painful, unlike 
the mature scales. This is to discourage being 
browsed by mammals. The growth of a mature 
plant that has been pruned is also spiny and ju-
venile in nature. Hormones determine the 
different variants of needles. Secondly, the root 
system can be so deep and strong that it is im-
possible to wrench them from the soil after they 
are just a few years old. They have a deep tap-
root to explore the soils to a depth where water 
may be found. 
One of my favorite pastimes is to observe the 
difference in the growth shape of eastern red-
cedar on a variety of soils and habitats. It is dan-
gerous to travel in the car if the driver is a horti-
culturist. They may not look at their phones but 
they are 
looking for 
witch’s 
brooms or 
weird red-
cedar shapes.   

One of my favorite exam questions to my senior horticulture students is 
to design an experiment to determine whether these upright versus 
rounded shapes are genetic or environmental — the old nature versus nur-
ture argument. Taxonomically, Juniperus virginiana can be subdivided into 
two or three ecotypes, depending on the observer. I hope to write about 
them and other interesting characteristics of this plant in the future, if the 
complaints are not too many about this fascinating native conifer.   

(Continued from page 9) 

Root systems on a slightly older seedling. 
Photo by Jeff Harvey 

Eastern red-cedar is not a true cedar but a member of the Juniperus genus 
in family Cupressaceae. Though it is an invasive plant, it has a fascinating life 
history and is part of millions of peoples’ lives each day.  It is good for a 
windbreak from the cold north winter winds and the birds use it as refuge 
and protection from predators and bad weather.         Photo by Joleen Stone 

Martin Stone is Director of Western Kentucky 

University’s Baker Arboretum and Leichhardt 

Professor of Horticulture.  He is formerly 

President of the Southeast Region and currently 

Research Chair for the American Conifer 

Society. He grew up on the Great Plains 

observing eastern red cedar.   

About the Author 



Page 11 Southeastern Conifer Quarterly December 2019 

 

  

  

Recently, I visited Greece with a group of 

North American Rock Garden Society 

members.  We were in search of fall 

blooming bulbs. As a bonus I found there 

was an interesting variety of conifers.  In 

the northern mountains there was Abies 

cephalonica and Juniperus excelsa. Every-

where there was Cupressus sempervirens 

serving as an exclamation point in the 

landscape.  

Most interesting was Pinus halepensis, 

the Aleppo Pine, a bright green tree grow-

ing to be 50-80 feet tall.  The species is 

native to countries surrounding the Medi-

terranean Sea.  I saw it all around Greece, 

in the mountains and by the coast, in the 

countryside and the cities. 

Particular to this pine is the Procession-

ary caterpillar, so called because they travel head to tail in a long line! In the summer the caterpillars build a silk nest in 

the pines where they will spend the winter. The nests are the size of a baseball and very prominent in the tree. In the 

spring the caterpillars descend to the ground in a “procession” and bury themselves in the ground. Touching the cater-

pillars can cause swelling and inflammation. Our guide in Greece had developed an allergy to these caterpillars and had 

to be very careful when working in his garden that was shaded by an 

Aleppo pine!   

   Greece is a beautiful coun-

try of mountains, fantastic 

rock formations, and a pictur-

esque coast. The fall bloom-

ing bulbs—crocus, colchi-

cums, cyclamen—were a de-

light to find. And the conifers 

provided a colorful setting for 

enjoying the bulbs.  

   Travel is wonderful for so 

many reasons; sharing the 

culture, meeting the people, 

appreciating the history, and 

the opportunity to learn so 

much! 

Conifer Sightings in Greece! 
Text and Photos by Amelia Lane, SER Reference Garden Co-Chair 

Conifers of Greece’s northern mountains.   

Aleppo Pine in an urban setting.   

A processionary 
caterpillar nest in 
a pine tree.   
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Getting to Know Your Roots 
The Pros and Cons of Propagation Methods and Their Futures 

A Synopsis of My Lecture at the 2019 SER Annual Meeting in Virginia by Leanne Kenealy 

My career in horticulture began with peach production at The Clemson University Musser Research Orchard. I 

worked on a rootstock trial where we grafted Redhaven scion onto different rootstock from all over the world. Some 

were grafted onto straight peach stock and others were hybrid variations of peach, plum, and almond. The difference 

these rootstocks made on the above ground growth was amazing to me! This experience imprinted on me the love of 

grafting and the mystery of the relationship between rootstock and scion.  

There are pros and cons to all of the below ground options: seedling grown, clonal cuttings, and grafting, with all its 

many options. These concepts have been on the forefront of fruit production for thousands of years, but how often do 

we consider them in ornamentals, especially conifers, which are so often grafted. So let’s walk through our options. 

Seed – Propagating from seed maintains genetic 

diversity, which is obviously important. It is the easi-

est thing to wild collect in that it is long lasting, even 

though seed has to be collected in a very small win-

dow of time for many plants. There can also be com-

plex dormancy cycles to weave through, and from a 

nursery grower’s standpoint, plants propagated 

from seed often are extremely slow in getting to a 

sellable size. Lastly, the same excitement we get out 

of seeing the genetic diversity in a seed crop leads to 

a lack of uniformity in plant production. This can also 

lead to a lack of uniformity in its characteristics as a 

potential rootstock.  

   Cuttings – Since cuttings from many plants can be harvested all 

year round, propagation by cuttings offers larger collection win-

dows than propagation by seed. There is uniformity in both above 

and below ground characteristics (disease resistance, structure), 

so you know exactly what you’re getting into. Cuttings provide a 

finished product much faster than seed, and this type of propaga-

tion tends to be less intimidating for many people. However, 

cuttings contribute to the dangers of monocultures. While plants 

of a certain culture may all be resistant to one pathogen, they can 

just as easily all be susceptible to something else. 

   Grafting – My clear favorite. It gives us something to do in the 

winter! We can play around with design (grafting on a standard to 

make a ginkgo lollypop, for instance), and we are closer to a fin-

ished product because the propagule is already on a complete 

root system. However, grafting is clearly the most intimidating 

form of propagation and we do need to stay on top of suckers 

(Continued on page 13) 

Seed from the batch that brought 
us Cercis canadensis ‘Flame 
Thrower’. A testament to the 
excitement of genetic diversity.  

A cutting of a Magnolia grandiflora that has been on 
my mist bench for 10 months (It might as well be a 
conifer.) 
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and potting depth. But the most important thing to keep in 

mind is that, with grafting, we can choose the characteris-

tics we want below and above ground!  

   Here is how all of these things come together - Com-

mercial nurseries graft onto seedlings. So, we are still 

getting a lot of the benefits of grafting but what’s going on 

underground is still a little unknown because of the genetic 

diversity. Most of us are just grafting onto what we were 

taught to graft onto, typically the straight species of the 

scion cultivar. This obviously has worked fine for many 

years but is there something we could be doing better? Is 

one species of rootstock better than another, or one strain 

of that species? 

I’m so inspired with the limitless possibilities of these ide-

as. I was even more inspired to see so many silent auction 

plants at the 2018 meeting in Raleigh labeled Abies sp. (on 

A. firma) which is a much happier rootstock for the South-

east. It was no surprise that JC Raulston had been talking 

about this 20 years ago. My boss Dr. Denny Werner shared 

some amazing articles and images with me after our con-

versation about it. In the box to the right are excerpts from a JC Raulston article published in 1995.  

I have always wondered what my conifers were grafted onto, and it’s hard to know without contacting the nursery. 

That information is almost never available on the label. Using research into fruit as a model for distinguishing between 

desirable characteristics below and above ground could be a way to solve many of the issues we face in trying to grow 

our favorite cultivars in a variety of 

different environments. For in-

stance, many of us don’t want Tax-

odium to knee in our yards. Taxodi-

um mucronatum doesn’t knee and 

can be used a rootstock for all of 

our favorite cultivars of Taxodium 

distichum. 

   Here are two examples of 

how other woody plants can 

benefit by being grafted on root-

stock that is flood-resistant. The 

first shows the results of an ex-

periment in which Whitespire 

birch was grafted onto various 

rootstocks and then subjected 

to overwatering/flooding. 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

In an article titled “New Concepts in Improving Ornamental Plant 

Adaptability with Stress-Tolerant Rootstocks” (Combined Proceed-

ings International Plant Propagators’ Society, vol. 45, pp. 566-569), 

JC Raulston wrote in the introduction, “Fifteen years of ornamental 

plant adaptability trials at The NCSU Arboretum with widely divers 

species from around the world has shown the single most important 

environmental/climatic limitation to be root survival under wet, hot 

summer conditions.” Later in this article, he provides a list of 

“Potential Low-Oxygen and High-Soil-Temperature-Tolerant Root-

stock Graft Combinations”, which includes these conifers, among 

others: 

Abies firma—for other Abies taxa 

Chamaecyparis pisifera or C. thyoides—for C. lawsoniana and 

Cupressus nootkatensus cultivars 

Picea abies, P. omorika, or P. orientalis—for P. breweriana 

Two-Needle Pines: Pinus glabra, P. pinea, P. sylvestris, or P. virgini-

ana –for P. muricata 

Three-Needle Pines: Pinus palustris, P. serotina, P. rigida, or P. 

taeda—for Pinus coulteri, P. jeffreyi, P. ponderosa, P. sabiniana 

Five-Needle Pines: Pinus cembra, P. parviflora, or P. strobus—for 

Pinus albicaulis, P. aristata, P. flexilis 

Pseudolarix amabilis—for Larix taxa (unlikely bigeneric graft—but 

the only possibility for Larix in the South) 

Birch cultivars could be far more flood resistant if grafted onto river birch. Left to 
right, these Whitespire birch scions are grafted onto paper, Whitespire, European 
and river birch rootstock and then subjected to flooding. The Whitespire grafts on 
river birch roots withstood flooding much better than the other three.  
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The second shows a simi-

lar experiment with a rare 

species of holly. Ilex rugosa   

is a low-growing holly that 

prefers cool, temperate 

weather and so does not 

do well in our hot, wet 

Southern summers.  

I created this presentation 

as a way to gain insight from 

those who have been propa-

gating and grafting long be-

fore me. I know this hasn’t 

been very conifer specific but 

I think the ideas translate per-

fectly. I would love for any of 

you reading this to email me 

with any ideas or information 

you have about rootstock tolerances to different environments. I’m excited to begin some backyard trials and would 

love as much input from you all as possible.  

I was delighted at the reactions I got from so many of the attendees at the Virginia meeting. I can’t thank you all 

enough for the support and knowledge I’ve gained through being a part of the American Conifer Society.  

        Leanne Kenealy (Lmkeneal@ncsu.edu) 

(Continued from page 13) 

In this experiment, Ilex rugosa on its own roots (the plant on the right) is compared with  Ilex 
rugosa grafted onto Ilex ‘Nellie R. Stevens’ (the plant on the left). Both plants were subjected to 
flooding. It is obvious that Ilex rugosa on ‘Nellie R. Stevens’ roots survived the experiment, 
while the same plant on its own roots did not. 

About the Author 

 

Leanne Kenealy earned her MS degree in Horticulture at Clemson University where she 

worked in the peach breeding program. She then worked at Moore Farms Botanical Garden 

in Lake City SC where she became Production Coordinator, managing all propagation, 

scheduling and maintenance of their greenhouse and nursery crops. Currently she is 

assisting Denny Werner with his breeding program and propagating and caring for the 

incredible collections in the nursery of the JC Raulston Arboretum.  

You can order bulbs from Brent and Becky’s and support the Southeast Region at the same time, so why not take 

advantage of this opportunity to surprise your friends with bulbs for Christmas? It’s easy to do, and they’ll be so glad 

you did! Instead of going directly to the Brent and Becky’s website, go to BloominBucks.com and select American Coni-

fer Society Southeast Region from the dropdown menu. You will then be taken to the Brent and Becky ’s website, 

and 25% of anything you spend there will go to the Southeast Region! You don’t pay anything extra for your bulbs, but 

your purchases will support the Southeast Region.  Happy Holidays to One and All! 
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Conifers for Year-Round Color 
Text and Photos (except as noted) by Sara Freeman 

 This past fall, I visited Mountain Meadows Nursery in Weaverville, NC. It was the last week of October and the trees 
were at peak fall color. As I drove, I couldn’t help but feel that it was a little ironic that, as the native deciduous trees 
were putting on a brilliant show all around me, I was going to go learn about conifers. My background is in forestry, 
but I have some horticulture responsibilities with my position as an Ag Program Assistant for the NC Cooperative Ex-
tension Service in Transylvania County. From this perspective, I have always liked conifers, but you might call me a fair
-weather friend or, in this case, a cold weather friend of conifers. Of course, I have always loved and appreciated 
many conifers and evergreens in the winter, but deciduous trees tend to capture most of my attention during the 
spring, summer, and fall seasons.   
 Michael Balogh purchased the land that 
became Mountain Meadows Nursery in 
1981. The property was, formerly, a to-
bacco farm; long-term tobacco cultivation 
is intensive and leaves nutrient-
impoverished soils, so Michael improved 
land that would eventually host his field-
grown species using restorative cover 
crops. Today, Michael offers several 
dwarf evergreen and deciduous shrubs, 
but he specializes in containerized, dwarf 
conifers. Michael propagates almost all 
the material grown. Mountain Meadows 
Nursery serves individual and commercial 
customers throughout the southeast. To 
say that Michael has a passion for dwarf 
conifers would be an understatement! He 
has been a member of the American Co-
nifer Society for over 25 years, and his 
deep knowledge and excitement is contagious.   

   During my tour, we looked at more than 
fifty varieties of conifer species from around 
the world, in every shape, texture, and form 
that you might imagine. To my delight, there 
were so many colors! As we walked through 
the beautiful, century-old barn and out into 
the nursery, I experienced every imaginable 
shade of green. Brighter shades, from lime 
to emerald, sparked mental images of the 
fields and hedges of Ireland. Darker shades, 
some almost black, evoked the high eleva-
tion spruce and fir forests of southern Appa-
lachia and the dark mountain forests of Ja-
pan. Hints of waxy yellows and gold stood 
out against the surrounding, deciduous fall 
background, while blue and silver boughs 
seemed to anticipate winter snow.   
    

(Continued on page 16) 

Michael Balogh with Pinus densiflora ‘Burke’s 
Red’ Japanese Red Pine 

Ginkgo biloba ‘Green Pagoda’ has dense 
branching that grows as if it 

has been sheared. 
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The following are a few of my favorite plants from the 
tour and my conversations with Michael. 

Gorgeous Golds and Yellows: 
Golds and yellows bring warmth and cheer to the gar-

den; plant varieties with this coloration can be found in 
all shapes and textures and for every site condition. For 
cool, moist areas with full shade to light shade, hem-
locks are a great fit. Tsuga Canadensis ‘Golden Splendor’ 
and ‘Everitt Golden’ provide good color and lacy sprays 
of foliage. For moist soils with partial shade to full sun, 
Metasequoia glyptostrobodes ‘Ogon’ is a great decidu-
ous conifer. And even though it no longer is classified as 
a deciduous conifer, ginkgo trees are a must for yellow 
fall color.   

For full sun conditions, there are several species that 
range from trees to ground covers. ‘Gold Rider’ Leyland 
cypress, Cupressus x leylandii, is an upright tree with 
light green, interior foliage and gold-tipped outer 
sprays. Thuja plicata ‘Daniellow’ Golden Spire™, anoth-
er upright plant, progresses from lime-green in summer 
to gold in the winter. Juniperus horizontalis ‘Mother 
Lode’ is a gorgeous, creeping juniper that looks like a river of gold. This prostrate groundcover goes from bright gold in 
the summer to bronze with purple tones in the winter. This is a great plant for dry soils with full sun. Chamaecyparis 
pisifera is known for several golden varieties. ‘Lemon Thread’ has delicate threadlike juvenile growth. 

Beautiful Blues and Silvers: 
Blues and silvers bring a cool and calming element 

to the garden. Light blues and silver can brighten up a 
dark corner or sparkle as a focal point in the land-
scape. When you think of blue conifers, Picea 
pungens stands out. However, blue spruce can strug-
gle in the heat and humidity of the south. Choosing 
more heat tolerant cultivars like ‘Fat Albert’ and 
‘Montgomery’ will increase success with this species, 
but it is also important to protect blue spruce from 
the hot afternoon sun and to water regularly during 
periods of extreme heat or drought.   

One of my absolute favorites from my visit to 
Mountain Meadows Nursery was Abies koreana 
‘Horstmann’s Silberlocke’. The needles curl upward 

revealing a bright, silvery-white underside. Grafting 
‘Silberlocke’ onto Abies firma rootstock creates a fantastic tree 
that is less susceptible to Phytophthora root rot: a must for the 
temperate rainforest of Transylvania County, NC. For a large 
tree on a hot, dry site, Arizona cedars work well. Cupressus ari-
zonica var. glabra ‘Blue Ice’ is still a showstopper with its 
bright, frosty-silver needles. 

Verdant Greens and Variegated Varieties: 
Greens bring life to the garden all year round. Through my 
work with Extension, homeowners often ask for suggestions of 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 

Chamaecyparis pisifera ‘Lemon Thread’ 

Picea pungens ‘Globosa’ 

Abies koreana ‘Horstmann’s Silberlocke’ 
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groundcovers for slopes and edges. Two great options for year-round color are 
Siberian cypress and Taxus cuspidata.  Microbiota decussata has feathery, spear-
mint green foliage that turns 
burgundy, then bronze in the 
winter. ‘Carnival’ breaks up this 
green with splashes of creamy 
white sprays of foliage accentu-
ating the shrub’s texture. Taxus 
cuspidata ‘Monloo’ Emerald 
Spreader® offers dark green 
foliage for a partial to full sun 
border or bank.   
   Variegation can brighten up 
greens and highlight the tex-
tures of a plant. Juniperus 
chinensis, a landscaping stand-
ard, stands out in the variety 
‘Variegated Kaizuka’. Pinus 
densflora ‘Burke’s Red’ uses 
variegation to pull the eye to 
the bottle brush branches of 
this Japanese red pine. 
   For seasonal color change 
there are several great choic-
es.  Tsuga Canadensis ‘Cole’s 

Prostrate’ has a flush of yellow-green growth in the spring, turning 
emerald and then glossy, dark green. Chamaecyparis thyoides ‘Red Velvet’ and ‘Red Star’, our native Atlantic white-
cedar, have green summer foliage that turns to burgundy or plum as temperatures drop. It is hard not to mention Picea 
abies, the Norway spruce, and the color interest that its cones provide, when talking about seasonal color change; 
‘Acrocona’ has new cones at the end of its branches that resemble red strawberries. 
   Conifers are, by no means, a monolithic “green.” They offer a broad palette of colors, textures, and forms that can 
enhance any landscape at any season. As a novice, I have only begun to understand the countless varieties of colors 

and interests that these plants offer the 
gardener. Finding a mentor like Michael 
Balogh is, perhaps, the best way to begin 
a journey into the world of conifers.  

(Continued from page 16) 

Juniperus chinensis 
‘Kaizuka Variegata’ 

Sara Freeman is 
an Agricultural 
Program Assistant 
with the 
Cooperative 
Extension Service 
in Transylvania 
County, North 
Carolina. She lives 

with her husband and two daughters 
in Brevard.  

About the Author 

Tsuga canadensis ‘Cole’s Prostrate’ in fall  
Photos by S. Horn 

Tsuga canadensis ‘Cole’s Prostrate’ in spring ( 

Michael Balogh, Owner, Mountain Meadows Nursery 
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  Here in Cary, the fall color of my bald cypresses, maples, and 
witch alders are a thing of the past, glorious for only a mo-
ment, this year—a conspiracy of wind and rain ending their 
flaming dance with the sun much too soon. But that loss is 
made easier by the awakening of winter color in my Moseri 
Austrian pine, Hillside Winter Gold eastern white pine, Red 
Velvet Atlantic white-cedar, and so many chamaes that I 
don’t know where to begin. My Horstman’s Silberlocke Kore-
an Fir looks as frosty as winter, itself, and my Thume Colora-

do spruce is so powder blue that it’s shocking. We are the lucky few who even 
realize that such variety and transformation take place, among conifers. 
   What if we shared our passion for conifers by opening our winter gardens to 
others who have never noticed their variety—who think of the trees we love as 
all of a kind and never changing? And then what if we step into someone else’s 
world, in return? What if we open ourselves to what they love and give them-
selves to, as we give ourselves to our gardens? 
   Just as some people may think of all conifers as “evergreens” or “pines”, how 
much do we miss because we’ve never had someone introduce us to the subtle-
ties of life that abound, all around us. This season, take the time to share the 
beauty you know but also to step into someone else’s Wonderland. It may bring 
you both joy and a new appreciation for what we can be for each other in this 
season of hope. 

Sandy Horn 

Submit questions, comments, articles, photos, or suggestions for 

the next newsletter to  

Leanne Kenealy (lmkeneal@ncsu.edu) 

or Sandy Horn (littletrees@earthlink.net) 

Remember! Deadline for the March 15th newsletter is February 15th! 

Newsletter Wrap-up 

Sandy 

Share Your Tips in Our New 
Column, “In the Garden” 

 

Share your garden tips and tricks, 
favorite tools or design ideas, suc-
cesses and failures. Tell your fellow 
ACS members how you made a path, 
built a new planting bed, dug up a 
stump, dealt with weeds, defeated a 
fungus or a critter (2-, 4-, 6-, or 8-
legged!). How do you fertilize, make 
compost, or improve your soil? Do 
you have a strategy for moving big 
rocks, digging up stumps, clearing 
draining the swamp? What is the 
best way to help a new planting suc-
ceed? 

Send your helpful thoughts to us, 
along with a picture or two, and be 
our next “In the Garden”. We look 
forward to hearing from you! 

President: Jeff Harvey 
Owner, Dirt Dawg Nursery 
Jeff@dirtdawgnursery.com 
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Wayne Galloway 
wgalloway03@yahoo.com 
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Southeast Region Officers and Staff Facebook Contest! Show Your 

Green—and Red—and Gold! 

Conifers are great all year ‘round, but 

they really take center stage in the win-

ter months, especially during the holi-

days. Post pictures of your conifers in 

containers for winter color, or post pic-

tures of how you used them for decora-

tion during the holidays on the SER’s FB 

page (https://www.facebook.com/

groups/351809468684900/) and let’s see 

who gets most likes. Here’s a winter 

container garden by Jeff Harvey! 

mailto:wgalloway03@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/351809468684900/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/351809468684900/

